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7 F Multituges, who glory in their Chriſt; - 
an Name, were not willingly withqut 
God in the World, there would net every 
where be found ſuch melancholy Preofs of A- 
verſion to Sacred Retirement. Every Mo- 
ment of Time, and every Capacity of Nature, 
would not ſo fludzouſly be conſecrated to the 
hw Careſſes of. Fellow-IWWorms. Nor would 

the natural, the unavoidable, and therefore 
common Diſappointments reſulting from Mor- 
tal Friendſhip, be received with ſuch horrible 
Surprize, er be felt with ſuch exquifite Pain; 
like the Man that cried out, when his Idols of 
Silver and Gold were ſtolen from him, They 
have taken away my Gods, and what have 


I more? 
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Mr. Henry obſerves, where it is ſaid of our 
ies He went up into a Mountain apart 
o pray, © They are not Ghrift's Followers, 


& that do not care for being alone; that can- 


not enjoy themſelves in Solitude, when they 
e hade none elſe to converſe with, none elſe 40 
e enjoy, but God and their own Hearts.” 

. Oh that all Hearts may be ſo viſited with 
the Grace and Spirit of Jeſus, as in this In- 
fiance to make it their bigheſt Ambition to 
breathe his Temper, and imitate his Exam- 


ple Then the Multitudes, who have ſo long 
and. ardently ſought their Heaven in vain, a- 


mongſt the Tumults of Buſineſs, or the thought- 
teſs Birch e of- Mirth and Gaity, will feek and 


find it in the Receſſes of Devout Retirement. 


Then will the Flames of Devotion, wherever 
bey are 3 aſcend yet higber, 
burn more conſtant, pure, and fervent, and 
produce more lively Foretaſtes of heavenly 
Joy. hat this ſmall, but heavenly Tradt, 
may, thro' a divine Bleſſing, contribute to an- 


fever ſuch deſirable Purpoſes, is the ſole End 


of its Appearance in its preſent Form. 
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Jonn xvi. 32. 
Behold, the Hour cometh, yea, is now come, that ye 
be ſcattered every Man to his own, and ſhall leave 11: 
alone; and yet I am not alone, becauſe the Father i; 
with me. 
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SHA. 1; 
Friends forſaking us in our Ditl; cs. 


5 1. The Connection of the Text with the Context. & 2. 
A general. Plan of the Wark, § 3. (1) V Christ 
ſuffered all his Diſciples to forſake him. & A5. (2 
How we may ſee ourſelves forſaken by gu, end. 
§ 7. (3) II bat an aggravated Afliftim it is i be 
forſaken by our Friends, & 8—10. (4) Cmfidern!fons 
to reconcile us to ſuch an aggravated Aictiau. & 17. 
The Chapter concludes with pointing out the hat 
Tendency ef ſuch Conſiderations, Fes: FITS I, 


S 1. HRIST thought fit to foretell his Di/cþler, 
how they would manifeſt their Infirmit; 
in forſaking him. This he did, more fully to con- 
vince them, that he knew what was in Man, and that 
he voluntarily ſubmitted to his being forſaken. Thus 
Marr did leaſt for Chriſt, when Chriſt was doing moſt 
for Man; even making Atonement for Man's Re- 
A 3 conclliation 
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conciliation to God, and preparing the moſt effectual 
and expenſive Remedy for Man's Recovery. Chrift 
foretold them of the Conſequence of their Infirmity, 
to humble them, that they might not think too high- 
ly of themſelves for having ſo freely confeſſed to him: 
Now we are ſure that thou knoweſt all Things, and need- 
e not that any Man fhould aſt thee ; by this we believe 
that thou cameſt forth from God. (verſe 30.) Imme- 
diately 7 anſwered them, Do ye now believe] Be- 
hold, the Hour cometh, yea, is now come, that ye ſhall be 
ſcattered every Man to his own, and ſhall leave me alone, 
and yet I am not alone, becauſe the Father is with me. 
Though Chriſt would have his Servants know his 
Graces in them, he would alſo have them know their 
own Corruptions and Infirmities. We are apt to 
judge of what we ſhall do hereafter, by what we feel 
at preſent. When we feel the ſtirring of ſome Cor- 
ruption, we are ready to think ourſelves deſtitute of 
the contrary Grace: And when we feel the Exerciſe 
of Faith, or Love, we are ready to think we ſhall 
never more feel the contrary Corruptions. But Chriſt 
would keep us both humble and watchful, by ac- 
quainting us with the Mutability and Inconſtancy of 
our Minds. When it goes wel] with us, we forget 
the Time is coming when it may go worſe. We 
may ſay to ourſelves, as Chriſt to his Di/ciples, * Do 
© we now believe? It is well. But the Time ma 

be coming, in which we may be ſhook by our re- 
< maining Unbelief.—Do we now rejoice in the Love 
of God? The Time may be coming, when we 
may think ourſelves forſaken of God, and that he 
* treats us as Enemies. —— Do we new pray with 
* Fervor? The Time may come, when we ſhall 
ſeem to ourſelves to be prayerleſs; or, at leaſt, te 
© pray in vain,” What Chriſt here propheſieth to his 


Diſciples, 
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Diſciples, exactly came to paſs. In the Garden, when 
he was ſweating Blood in Prayer, they were Sleeping.“ 
Though the Spirit was willing, the 95 was weak, 

They could not watch with him ane Hour. When he 
was apprehended, then all the Diſciples forſoot him, and 

We. - x 

f $ 2. In the Text there are Three Things that de- 
ſerve our diſtin Conſideration.—Firſt, Chriſi was 
forſaken by his own Diſciples, and ft alone, —Secondly, 
when the Diſciples left Chrift, they were ſcattered every 
one to bis own. "They returned to'theic old Habitati- 
tions, Acquaintance, and Employments, as if their 
Hopes and Hearts had been almoſt broken, and all 
their Labour loſt in following Chrift ſo long. Yet 
the Root of Faith and Love, which ſtill remained, 
cauſed them to enquire farther of the Iſſue, and to 
meet together in ſecret to converfe with each other 
about theſe Things, Thirdly, when Chriſt was for ſa- 
hen of his Diſciples, and left alone, jet he was not forſaken 
of his Father, nor ſo left alone, as to be ſeparated from 
Him, or from his Love. Each of theſe leading Senti- 
ments of the Text will be more particularly illuſtra - 
ted, while in this Chapter we conſider the Caſe of 
Friends forſaking us in our Diflreſs; and (Chap. 2) of 
Friends taken from us by Death: Then (Chap. 3) what 
it is to have the Preſence of God with us in Solitude; 
and (Chap. 4) why the Preſence of God in Solitude is 
defirable: To which ſome concluding Directions will 
be added (Chap. 5) to ſhew how the Preſence of God in 
Solitude is attainable. The Caſe of Friends forſaking 
us in our Diſtreſs, makes it proper to enquire, — hy 
Chriſt ſuffered all his Diſciples to forſake him; — How we 
may ſee ourſelves forſaken by our Friends; —and what an 
aggravated Afliction it is to be fo forſaken; —beſides of- 
fering ſome Conſiderations to reconcile us to ſuch an ag- 


gravated Afliction. A4 93. 
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2 
§ 3. (1) Ir may ſeem Arange to us, that Chriſt would 
ſuffer all his Diſciples to forſake him in his Extremity. 
And, I doubt not, it will ſeem ſtrange to us, when in 
our Extremity, and even in our Sufferings for Chriſt, 
we ſhall find ourſelves forſaken by thoſe we hi hly 
valued, and with whom we were moſt intimate. 2 
vidence may permit this, for ſuch Reaſons as theſe. 
Chriſt, while ſuffering for Sin, permitted the 
Power and Odiouſneſs of Sin to break forth, that it 
might be known he ſuffered not in vain. He permitted | 
his Followers to deſert him, and thereby diſcover 
their ſecret Unbelief, Selfiſhneſs, and Unthankfulneſs, 
that they might know the Death of Chriſt was as ne- 
ceſſary for them, as for others; that the Diſeaſe was 
univerſal, and therefore needed an univerfal Remedy. 
It is not Chriſt's Intent to make his Servants ſeem 
beucr than they are, either to themſelves, or others; . 
or, to honour himſelf. by his hiding their Faults; but 
to magnify his pardoning and healing Grace, by 
{leans of thoſe Sins, which he pardons and heals.— 
ZHereby,. he brings his Falliwers to the fuller Knowledge of 
1} einſelves. He ſhews them that, which ought all 
their Days to keep them humble, and watchful, and 
at a Diſtance from Preſumption and Self. Confidences 
When we have confeſſed Chriſt, or done him any 
conſiderable Service, we are apt, with the Diſciples, 
to ſay, Behild, we have forſaken all, and followed thee ; 
what ſhall we have therefore © As if they had rather 
been Givers to Chriſt, than Receivers from him. 
But when Peter forſwears him, and the reſt fly from 
him, and afterwards reflect on their Ingratitude and 
Cowardice; then they better diſcern their Weaknels, 
and where their: Dependence ought to be.— He al/o, 
ty this M. ans, teaches them what they would have been, 
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. God had totally left them is themſelves, When our 
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Faults have hurt us, and made us aſhamed, we ſhall 
be thankful for recovering Grace, and not boaſt, as if 
we had made ourſelves to differ from others. Our 
'Lord might alſa deſign to have no Support from Man in 
his Sufferings., It was part of his voluntary Humilia- 
tion, to be deprived of all earthly Comforts, and to 
bear Affliction even from thoſe few, that lately were 
his faithful Servants. Thus no Man could chalfenge 
to himſelf the Honour of contributing, in any Degree, 
to the Redemption of the World; no, not ſo much 
as by encouraging the Redeemer, — [nz this May 
Chri/t might render the Witneſs of his Diſciples to bim of 
greater Authority, When all their Doubts were diſh- 
pated, they would be received, as the moſt impartial 
Witneſſes, by a doubting World. ——nd thus Chri/t 
would alſo teach its, that the beft of Men are not entirely 
ta be truſted. . Paul lived in a Time when Chriſtians 
were more ſelf-denying and ſtedfaſt than they now 
are, yet he ſays, At my fir/t Anſwer no Man ſtood with 
me, but ali Men forſook me. : 

S 4. (2) Chriftians, expect ta be conformed to your 
L::d in this Part of his Humiliation, Ate your Friends 
yet friendly to you? Don't promiſe yourſelves an un- 
changing Conſtancy in them. Are they yet uſeful to 
you? Expect the Time when they cannot help you. 
Are they your Comforters, and is their Company your 
Delight? Be ready. for the Time, when they may 
become your ſharpeſt Scourges, and Heart-piercing 
CGriefs; at lealt, when you ſhall ſay, Lie have m Plea: 
/ure in them. Have any, or all, of them already failed 
vou? What Wender? Are they not Men, and Sin- 
ners? Reprove yourſelves, for your. unwarrantable 
Expectations, and learn to know what Man is. 


Expedt ſome of your Frienils, wham you have thought fin- 
fere, T0 prove very mfcuthful, Are you better than 
x A 5 David, 
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10 Friends forſaking us Ch. x. 
David, who had an Achitophal? Or than Paul, who 


fait 


had a Demas? Or than Chriſt, who had a Judas? 
Becauſe Iniguity. ſhall abound, the Love of many ſhall was 
cold, If Pride, Vain-Glory, and Senſuality are un- 
mortified, ſuch Perſuns are not to be truſted, For 
Wealth, Honour, or worldly Intereſt, they will part 
with God and Salvation; and much more with their 
beſt Friends on Earth. With Job, you may have oc- 
caſion to complain, He hath put my Brethren far from 
me, and mine Acquaintance are verily eſiranged from me. 


A Kinsfolk have failed, and my familiar Friends have 
forgotten me. They that dwell in mine Houſe, and my 


Maids, count me for a Stranger; I am an Alien in their 
Sight, I called my Servant, and he gave me no Anſwer ; 
J entreated him with my Mouth, My Breath is flrange 
to my Mie, tho I entreated for the Children's Sake of 
my «wn Body. Yea, young Children deſpiſed me; I aroſe, 
and they ſpake againſi me. All my inward Friends ab- 
horred me; and they whom I loved, are turned againſt 
me. You may be obliged, as well as David, to ſay, 
Yea, mine own familiar Friend in whom I truſted, which 
did eat of my Bread, hath 2 up his Heel againſt me. 
Thoſe that have been moſt acquainted with the Se- 
crets of your Soul, may be your Betrayers. They, 
whom you have laid under the ſtrongeſt Obligations, 
may prove your moſt inveterate Enemies. Many 

ful Miniſters of Chriſt have preached, and pray- | 
ed, and wept for their People's Souls; and after all 
have been reproached and perſecuted. Like the Pa- 
tient, that being cured of a mortal Diſcaſe, ſued his 


Phyſician at Law, for making him ſick with Medi- 


cines. Paul was accounted an Enemy by the Galati- © 
ant, becauſe he told them the Truth. Ungrateful Truth 
makes the faithfulleſt Preachers moſt ungrateful. [7 
teard the Defaming of many, ſays Jeremiah; Fear on. 

every 
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Unfaithfulneſs, or Inſufficiency ; that either will for- 


KK - 


: ſake us, or cannot help us in Time of Need. 

* § 8. (4) I order to reconcile our Minds to ſuch an ag- 
- gravated Afliction, let us attend to the following Conſide- 
r rations. As for Inſtance; — Confider how this Aſftiction 
t ſets the Creature at a due Diſtance from the Creator, All- 
r - ſufficiency, Immutability, and perfect Faithfulneſs are 
- proper to Jehovah. Glorious as the Sun is, we won+ 
mM der not at its Setting, or being eclipſed; and why 
e. ſhould we wonder to have a Friend, a pious Friend, 
ve fail us for a Time, and in the Hour of our Diſtreſs? 
ny Some Friends will not, but all may, if God leave them 
ir to their own Weakneſs. Man is not your Rock. He 
” has no Stability but what is derived, dependent, and 
ge uncertain, Learn, therefore, to reſt on God alone, 


of and lean not too confidently on any Mortal. ——Corn- 
ſe, ider what a uſeful 1 this Afflittion makes of the 
b- common Infirmity of Man, If any of God's Servants 


n/l live in conſtant Holineſs, without any Stumbling in 
* their Way, it tempts ſome Self- accuſing Soul to think 
ich itſelf altogether graceleſs. But when we read of Peter's 
ne. ©} curſing and ſwearing that he knew not Jeſus; and how 
de- be and Barnabas were carried away with Diſſimulation; 
ey, and of David's Unkindneſs to Mephibaſpeth, the Seed 


of Fonathan ; and of his vile Treachery to Uriah, a 
ny faithful and deſerving Subjects we are leſs offended at 
ay- the Unfaithfulneſs of our Friends, and are taught to 
37 compaſſionate their Frailty ; and alſo are not ſo hope- 
leſs, when we ourſelves have failed God or Man.— 
**Confider haw this Aftiftion manifeſts the Meanneſs and 
Carnality of our Self- Love. We ſhould not diſcern this 
Sin in its Root, if we did not ſee and taſte it in its 
£ 2 When you have taſted the Fruits of your 

Triend's remaining Worldlineſs, Selfiſnneſs, and car- 
nal Fears; then you will better know the Odiouſneſs 


of 
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ef theſe Vices, which thus break through all Obligati- 
ons to God and you, in a direct Contradiction to the 
Hight of Conſcience, and the Operations of divine 
Grace. | i 
589. —— Conſider this Afliction as a good Remedy 
againſt over-loving your Friends, In loving God, we. 
are in no Danger of Exceſs, and therefore have no 
Need of any Thing to quench it. In loving Saints as 
Saints, and purely for Chriſt's Sake, we are not apt to 
exceed. Yet our Underſtanding may miſtake, by 
thinking Saints have more Holineſs than they really 
have; and we are very apt to mix a ſelfiſh Love, with 
that which is holy; and not merely to love a Chriſti- 
an as a Chriſtian, but to over-love him, becauſe he 
is our Friend. The Chriſtian that bas no ſpecial Love 
to us, we are apt to undervalue; but one that intire- Wl 
ly loves us, we love above his proper Worth. Andi 
if we love any, more for Joving'us, than for loving 
Chriſt, no Wonder we are thus afflicted, to cure us 
of our ſelfiſh Love. O how highly do we think of 
their Judgments, Graces, and Conduct, that highly 
eſteem us; when greater Excellencies in another are 
ſcarcely obſerved! If we exalt our Friends too high 
in our Eſteem, it is a Sign that God muſt cait them 
down. As their Love to us was the Snare, fo their 
Unkindneſs and Unfaithfulneſs to us is the fitteſt Re- 
medy. God is very jealous of our Hearts, while they 
inordinately love and value any of his Creatures, and 
will rebuke our Exceſs; tho? the oppoſite Extreme is 
alſo odious, to be void of natural, friendly, or ſocial 
Affections. God cannot take it well to fee us dote 
upon Duſt and Frailty like ourſelves, at the ſame Time 
that all his attractive Goodneſs cauſes ſuch languid 
Love to him, that we ourſelves can ſcarcely feel it. If 
therefore he cure us, by permitting our Friends to 
| ſhew 


* 
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Ts 
: Bf ſhew us how little they deſerve ſuch exceſſive Love, 
17 when God himſelf has ſo little of our Love; it is be- 
1cauſe he is fo tender of his own Glory, and merciful 
— to his Servants' Souls. Conſider alſo how this Aﬀitc* 
„, ian leads us to obſerve and honour the wonderful Patience 
J of God. When our Friends forſake-us in our Diſtreſs, 
S. eſpecially if we ſuffer for Chriſt, it is God they injure 
10 more than us; andiif He bear with them, and forgive 
Bu them upon Repentance, why ſhould we not do ſo; 
0 who are much leſs injured? The vile Ingratitude of 
0 Sinners ſhould make us reſſect, How great and wons 
42 © derful is the Patience of God, which bears with 
11 « thoſe that abuſe him, to whom they are infinitely 
13 obliged! And how great is that Mercy, which hath 
born with, and pardoned greater Wrongs done by 
"© I myſelf to God, than Men have ever done to me 
84 - VV hen David remembered his Sin, by which God was 
1" rovoked to raiſe up that Son againſt. him, of whom 
i We had been too fond, it made him ezfily bear the 
Ki Nurſes and Reproaches of Shimer. It will make us 
10 hear Abuſe from others, to remember how iil we have 
'Y Wehaved towards God, and conſequently. how ill we 
ire Have enten, xt his Hands 
gh Con ſider how this Aplictian puts us upon cur 
i WM "hor that the Love of our Friends may not hinder us, 
eie ohen we are called to ſuffer or die. When we over- 
ore them, it tears our Hearts to leave them; and 
8 Nongly tempts us to betray the Cauſe of Chriſt. It 
nd ſo hard a Thing to be willing to die, that it is a 
15 1 Mercy to have any Thing removed, that makes us 
ia! line. The exceſſive Love of Friends, is not 
te Ahe leaſt of thoſe Impediments. O how loth is many a 
me ne to die, when they think of parting with Wife, or 
15 usband, or Children, or other dear Friends! And if 
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ny Unkindneſs happens to ariſe between ſuch Friends, 
then 


Py 
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Friend, and to grieve that we have been no truer to 
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then we are ready to ſay, © It is Time to leave the 
* World, when my deareſt Friends thus forſake me !” 
This helps us to remember our deareſt everlaſting 


him, who would not have forſaken us in our Extremi- 

ty. Sometimes it makes us fo weary of the World, 
that with Elijab we ſay, Now, O Lord, take away my þ 
Life. Thus the Unkindnefs of Friends is a greater X 
Help to looſen us from the World, and after proves a 
great Mercy to a departing Soul; and indeed fortifies 
us againſt other Temptations arifing from Friendſhip. 
When an intimate Friend has grown ftrange, and 
foon after turned away from every Appearance of ſe- 
rious Religion, I have known others convinced there- 
by of the Mercy of God, in making their Friend's 
Deſertion the Means of their own Preſervation. When 
Flusbands have done this, and at the ſame Time have 
behaved inhuman to their Wives, I have often obſer - 
ved, how the poor Women have been kept from fol - 
lowing them in their Apoſtaſy; into which other 
Women have been drawn, whoſe Husbands behaved i 
more kindly, Therefore I mult ſtill fay, we were un · 
done, if we had the diſpoſing of ourſelves, We 
ſhould never be willing to have our Friends forſake 
us; yet God has thereby kept many Souls from being 
undone for ever. Once more, con/ider that our ha- 


ving tos much Comfort in any Creature, is very unſuitabl'g 
ro our preſent State. The Work of Mortification much 
conſiſts in having our Enjoyments ſo far annihilated, 8 
that they may have no Power to draw our Hearts) 
from God, or detain us from our Duty. And the, 


more excellent and lovely any Enjoyment appears t | 


us, the leſs is it dead to us, or we to it; and the 
more will it be able to hinder and inſnare us. 0 8 
148 
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C 17. Ir you ſeriouſly conſider theſe Things, you 
will admire the Wiſdom of God in leaving you under 
his Kind of Trial, and weaning you from every 
eated Enjoyment, and teaching you by his Provi- 
Wence, as well as by his Word, to —4 from Man, 
heſe Breath is in his Neftrils, for wherem is he to be ge- 
Wwnted of Tou will not wonder, that they who live 
other Sins, ſhould be guilty of this Unfaithfulnefs 
> Friends, Their Obligations to you are Nothing 
= Compariſon with their great and manifold Obliga- 
ons to God. You know you have more injured God 
Wourlelves, tban any Man ever injured you; and if 
od bear with you, have you not great Reaſon to 
ar with others? Are you not more prone to aggra- 
ate the Wrong which others do to you, than that 
hich you do to them! Nay, you have been much 
ore injurious to yourſelves, than ever others have 
en to you. Near as you are to yourſelves ; yet all 
dur Enemies on Earth, or in Hell, have not-done 


end's 
[hen 
have 
bſer - 
fol - 


other Wu half the Hurt, that you have done to yourſelves. 
iaved Wlave I forfeited my own Salvation, and deſerved 
e un · Peverlaſting Wrath, and fold myſelf and my Saviour 


or ſo baſe a Thing as ſinful Pleaſure, and ſhall I 
rſake ever wonder that another Man does me ſome tem- 
being oral Hurt? Was my Friend ſo near, or fo much 
ir ha. Pblig'd to me, as myſelf? O ſinful Soul, let thy 
tab pon, rather than thy 1 riend's, Treachery and Neg- 
much ects be the Matter of thy Wonder, thy Diſpleaſure, 
lated, 81nd Complaint ? And let thy Conformity to Jeſus 
Jearts Ehriſt, be thy holy Ambition and Delight; not as 
1 the. hy Suffering, nor as it is counted by Mews Sin; 
ears to, Put as it is thy Fellowſhip in the Sufferings of thy 
id che Lord, and cauſed by his Love.” Our Conformity 
and Fellowſhip with Chriſt in his Sufferings, in 

9 remarkable Degree, is the Lot of his beſt Ser- 

; | vants, 


We 
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yants, and the higheſt of their Attainments in the pre 
ſent State; and is therefore, neither to be expected 
with Dread, nor born with Impatience, but with ho 
ly Joy. And if it be ſo with Sufferings for Chri 18 
in neral, it muſt be ſo with this particular Sort off 
Suffe ering; even, to be forſaken of our neareſt and |; 
deareſt Friends, when we are moſt abuſed by our 
Enemies, 4 


3 


$ 


4 
C HA 


LA 


a II. 


Friends taken from us by Death. 


1. The Dee their Lord for Want of Self 
Denial. & 2. The great Evil of Selfiſhneſs. & 3—8. 
(1) Canſolations fer ſuch as mourn the Death of their, 
Friends; § 9—11. and (2) for ſuch as doubt whether 
Heaven itſelf will renew the Friendſhip they have Ig; 
§ 12, 13. or (3) doubt whether the Friendſhip, that 
is renewed in Heaven, will be fo much the more endea= 
ring. 


1 E are next to conſider, why the Diſciple 
for ſook their Lord, and what they had Re- 

wrſe to, when they left him, The Text ſays, Ye ſhall 
» ſcattered every Man to his own. Self- Denial was not 
erfect in them, and therefore Selfiſhneſs prevailed in 
e Hour of Temptation. They had before forſaken 
N for Chriſt, They had left Parents and Families, 
ſtates and Trades, to be his Diſciples. But tho? they 
elieved him to be the Chriſt, yet they dreamed of a 
iſible Kingdom, and were animated by carnal Ex- 
Wcectations of being great Men upon Earth, under 
Fhriſt as a Temporal Prince. And therefore when 
ey ſaw him in the Hands of his Enemies, under the 


— 
N * 


Noſt ignominious Treatment, they concluded that 
eir Hopes were now diſappointed, and in their ſud- 
en Fright ſeemed to repent their having followed 
im. They now begun to think that they had Lives 

of 


of their own to ſave, and Families of their own to mind 


He loves you for himſelf, as he loves his Money, his 


and doubting whether Heaven itſelf will renew ſuch 


4 


„ r 


and Buſineſs of their own to do. They that had forſook 
their private Intereſts and Affairs, and were gathered 
together for the Sake of living in Communion with 
Jeſus Chriſt and one another, now return to their par 
ticular Callings, and are ſcattzred every Man to hi 
own, 
C 2. SELFISHNESS, is the great Enemy of all Socie-M 
ties, of all Fidelity, and Friendſhip. There is no truſt- 
ing any Perſon in whom Self is predominant. And where 
it does not reign, the Remainders of it make Me 
walk unevenly and unſteadily, both towards God ane 
each other. They will certainly deny God and thei 
Friends, in a Time of Trial, who are not able to d 
ny themſelves. Or rather, he that is prevailing] 
Fetiſh, was never a real Friend to any. He bas al- 
ways ſome Intereſt of his own, which his Friend muſt 
needs contradict, or is inſufficient to ſatisfy. His-Hou-W 
ſes, Land, or Money, his Children, Reputation, or 
ſomething which he calls his «wn, will frequently de 
the Matter of Contention; and for the Sake of theſe 
Things, which are fo near to him, he will caſt offi 
his neareft Friend. Contract no ſpecial Friendſhip 
with a ſelfiſn Man. Put no Confidence in him, what-W 
ever Friendſhip he may profeſs. He is ſo confi-W 
ned to himſelf, that he has no true Love to ſpare for 
others. If he ſeem to love a Friend, it is not as all 
Friend, but as a Servant, or at beſt as a BenefaQor. 


Horſe, or Houſe; becauſe you may be ſerviceable to 4 
him. When you have no more Capacity to ſerve 
him, -he has no more love for you. | 1 
. 1 3. HERE it may be proper to offer ſome Advice iſh 
40 


uch as are lamenting the Death of their deareſt Friends; 


Friend- 


h. b. 2. | us by Death, 23 
. riendſhip , or ſo much as need it ;——or, if ſuch Friend- 
"ny hip be renewsd in Heaven, whether the 48 4 of it 


{oo ( 


ll be ſo much the mare endearing. 

5 4. (1) They that are lamenting the Death of their 
areſl Friends, may find ſome Relief from the following 
onfiderations. Let it be granted, that you mourn the 


ncere, faithful, and intimate. Confider,——/Yþo 
rived you of your Friend? Was it not God? Did 
ot he that gave him to you, take him from you ? 


Fab Did not his Lord and Owner call him Home? Can 
* 30d do any Thing unjuft? May he not do what he 
eic leaſes with his own ? Was there any Defect of Wiſ- 


om, or Goodneſs, of Juſtice, or Mercy in God's 
Diſpoſal of your Friend? Or will you ever have Reft, 
ut in ſubmitting to the Divine good Pleaſure ?!——F 
our Friend had lived as long as you would have bad 
im, you know not what Sin be might have fallen into. 
30d could indeed have preferved him from Sin; but 
We preſerves in the Uſe of Means ; and ſometimes fees 
What Death is the beſt Means for Preſervation. Had 
Bod permitted your Friend to have fallen into ſome 
andalous Sin, might it not have been much worſe 


1p han Death to him and you? So faithful a Friend 
nt ight have been ſhaken, like Peter, and have denied 
> fog is Lord; and thereby have appeared as odious in 


your Eyes, as he had ever been amiable. You know 
ot what Unkindneſs to yourſelf, your deareſt Friend 
ight have been guilty of. Alas! there is greater Frail- 
&y and Inconſtancy in Man, than you are aware of. 
erve How often have the Hearts of Parents been broke by 
© "Mwndutiful Children, whom in Infancy, they would 
much more eaſily have followed to the Grave? Which 
of us fee not Reaſon to diſtruſt ourſelves ? And why 
ſnould we promiſe ourſelves more from another —_ 

mh 


vic⸗ 
nds; 


ſuch 
end- 


"| 


ols, not of a falſe Friend, but of one of the moſt © 
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from ourſelves ?—-— Had your Friend Nued longer, you 
Fnow not what great Calamity might have befallen him. 
When the Righteous feem to periſh, and merciful Men 
are taken away, they are taten away from the Evil tg 
come, How 8 have I lamented, as un- 
ſeaſonable in my View; but Providence has ſoon 
taught me, that their longer Life would have increa- 
fed their Miſery ! If your Friend had ſurvived, what 
Comfort would he have found on Earth, in ſeeing and 
hearing ſuch Sins, as vexed a righteous Lot from Day to 
Day; and perhaps himſelf at the ſame Time under 
perſonal Afflictions, Temptations, and Reproaches? 
bat was the World to your Friend, while he did 
enjoy it? Was it not a Place of Toil and Trouble, of 
Envy and Vexation, of Enmity and Poyſon ; of fuc-i 
ceflive Cares, and Fears, and Griefs; and eſpecially 
of Sin? Did he groan under the Burthen of a ſinfulf 
Nature; of a diſtempered, tempted, troubled Heart; 
of Languiſhings and Weakneſs in every. Grace; off 
the Rebukes of God, the Wounds of Conſcience, and MW 
the Malice of a wicked World? Did you not often 
join in Prayer with him, to obtain Deliverance from 
every Burthen, and will you now grieve that he has 
received the Anſwer of Prayer? Is the World a Place 
of Reſt, or of Trouble to yourſelf; and would you 
have your Friend alſo to be as far from Reſt? If your 
preſent Circumſtances are at al] eaſy and peaceful, you 
little know what Storms are near; or how ſoon you 
may ſee the Days, hear the Tidings, feel the Pains, 
and bear the Burthens, which may oblige you to de- 
fire Death, and confeſs that a Life on Earth is no 
Felicity. ; | 70 

85. — De you think it is for the Hurt or Good of 

ur Friend, that he is removed from hence © It cannot, 


he for his Hurt, unleſs he be in Hell. And if he be 
5 in 
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in Hell, he was no fit Perſon for you to take much 
Pleaſure in upon Earth. He might have been a fic 
Object of your Compaſſion, but not of your Com- 
placency. How can you be undone for Want of 
fuch Company, as God will not endure in his Sight? 
And if your Friend is in Heaven, you ſhould regard 
his Good, as well as your own, and not wiſh him 
from thence. If Love teaches us to mourn with them 
that mourn, and to rejoice with them that rejoice; can it 
be an Act of rational Love to mourn for them that 
are poſſeſſed of the higheſt everlaſting Joys ? 

- $6. God will not honour himſelf merely by one Ser- 
want, but by many. God beſt knows when his Work 
is done. When our Friends have finiſhed what God 
intended them to do, is it not Time for them to be 
gone, and for others to take their Places ? God will 
have a Succeſſion of his Servants in the World. If 
David had not died, there had been no Sloman, nor 
Fehoſhaphat, nor Hezekiah, nor Jeſiab, to honour God 
in the ſame Throne. —You muſt not have all your Mer + 
cies conveyed to you merely by one Inſtrument. God will 
not have you confine your Love only to one of his 
Servants. | Therefore when one has done his Part for 
your Welfare, God will ſend you other Mercies by 
another Hand; and it is fit he ſhould chuſe the Mel- 
ſenger who beſtows the Gift. If you reſolve to have 
all your Mercies in one Channel, or refuſe to have 
any more Mercies, your Caſe deſerves not Compaſſi= 
on, but Correction. Does your Efteem for your 
Friend center in him, in yourſelf, or in God? If in 


ind God; why are you troubled to have God diſpoſe of 


bim according to his unerring Wiſdom ? If in your 
Friend, he is now made perfect, and therefore more 
lovely, and more fit for your joyſul Complacency, If in 
yourſelf only; it is juſt in youu to take him from you, 


I 
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to teach you to prefer God before yourſelf, and to 
know better the Nature of true Friendſhip, and that 
your own Felicity abſolutely depends upon God 
alone. | 
$ 7.——Did you get Good by your Friend while he 
was with you? If you only loved him, and made but | 
little Uſe of him for your ſpiritual Profit, God in Juſ- | 
tice took him from you. Your Friend was given | 
you, as your Candle, to work by the Light of it; as 
your Raiment, to wear it ; as your Food, to feed upon 
it. Did you receive his Counſel, and hearken to his iſ 
Reproof, and pray and converſe with him, ſo as to ele- 
vate your Thoughts to God, and inflame your Breaſt i 
with ſacred Love? | ; 
$8. And are you not too forgetful where you your 
{elf now are, and where you my ſhortly be for ever? 
Where would you have your Friend, but where you 
muſt be yourſelf? If he had ſtayed here a Thouſand 
Years, how little of that Time could you have had 
his Company? When you are almoſt leaving the 
World yourſelf, would you not ſend your Treaſure 
before you? How ſoon ſhall you go from hence to 
God, where you ſhall find your Friend, whom you 
lamented as if he had been loft, and there ſhall dwell 
with him for ever? O fooliſh Mourner ! Would youll 
not have your Friend at Home; at his Home and i 
your's ; with his Father and your Father, his God and 
your God? Can you miſs him ſo much for a Day, when 
you * the Proſpect of living with him to all Eter- 
nity . 


$ 9. (2) NoTw1THSTANDING what has been 
ſuggeſted, ſome may doubt whether Heaven itſelf will re- 
new the Friendſhip they have liſti. To ſcatter ſuch a dil- WF 
trefing Apprehenſion, let the following Reaſons, for 


expecting your Friendſhip to revive again in * 
8 e 


h. 2. u, by Death, 27 


2. 
to e attended to. You cannot juſtly think that the 
nat nowledge of glorified Saints ſhall be more impetfict, 
od an their Knowledge . was, while they were upon 
| Farth. We ſhall know much more, but not leſs 
be nan before. Heaven exceeds Earth in Knowledge, 
but s much as it does in Joy.— The Angels in Hea- 
ruſs i en have now a diſtinct. nowledge of Ne leaſt Bclie- 
ven ers on Earth, and rejoice in their Converſion, and 
ag re ftiled by Chriſt Their Angels: Therefore, when 
pon 2 e ſhall be equal to the Angels, we ſhall certainly know 
his dur neareſt riends, who will have their Share with us 
ele- chat Glory. Abraham knew the Rich Man in 
cat ell, and the Rich Man knew Abraham and Lazarus : 
15 herefore we ſhall have as diftin& a Knowledge. _ 
* þ he two Diſciples knew Moſes and Elijah in the 
? lount, whom they had never ſeen before: Much 
you ore ſhall we be made to know the Saints in Heaven. 
ſand Our preſent Knowledge Hall be done away in 


5 a eaven, only in Regard. to its Imperfection ; or, 


h 6 then that which is perfect is come; juſt as we put 
aſure * wy childiſh Things, when we become Men. The 
Wa bange is from /eeing thro” a Glaſs, to ſeeing Face te 

you N and from knnwing i in Part, to knowing even as 
well BY”? ao are known. 
| you AND tho? God be All in All in Heaven, 
ande we ſhall there, not only know, but love and re- 
and ee in Fellow - Creatures. For Chriſt, in his glori- 
when! ed Human Nature, is a Creature; and, as ſuch, will 


o Doubt be known and loved by all his Me. ders, 
without any Diminution of the Glory of his Divine 

ature. The ſeveral Members of the Body of Chriſt 
vill, in Heaven, be ſo neatly related to each other, 
that they muſt know and love each other, and not be 


il. 
" o nconcerned' i in each others F. elicity. The future tri- 
aven; pant State of the Church is often deſcribed in 
be B 2 Scrip- 
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Blood ſhall not enter into that Kingdom, but our Badia 
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Scripture, as a Kingdom, the City of Ged, the New 
Jeruſalem; each of which implies a Society. The 
Saints themſelyes are called Kings; and _it is ſaid of 
them, that they Hall judge the World, and ſhall judge 
Angels ; they muſt therefore have a diſtin Know 
ledge of the Perſons and Things, which are to be ſub4 
jected to their Judgment. As one Part of the Saint 
Happineſs, they are to come from the Eaft and Wig 
and fit down with Abraham, and 1jaac, and Jacob, in 
the Kingdom of Heaven ; and therefore ſhall, not only 
know thoſe great Patriarchs, but ſhall take peculiai 
Delight in their Preſence and Converſe. , Bcfidesff 
Love to Saints, as well as to God, is a Grace that 
never faileth. Wo Oy 
811. Gop can make Uſe of glorified Creatures, ig 
Subordination to himſelf, ſo as to be no Diminutionifi 
to his own All-ſufficiency. Nor muſt we conceive of 
Heaven itſelf, as if it had no Uſe for Fellow - Crea 
tures, nor any Comfort in them. Tho' Fl: an 


ſhall be ſpiritual, yet at the Reſurrection God ſhall 
give to every Soul its own Body, and a Body diſtin 
from the Soul; which muſt therefore have a Felicitil 
ſuited to a glorified Body. And tho” it is ſaid off 
knowing Chriſi after the Fleſh, naw henceforth. know wi 
him no more, it can only mean, that a carnal KnowW 
ledge ſhall be turned into a ſpiritual. Thus the Ex 
cellency of our Knowledge of Chriſt in Heaven, re 
ſembles the Glory of our heavenly Bodies, which 
ſhall be made to ſhine forth, as the Sun, in the Kingaimi8 
of our Father. | | W £6. Hal 
§ 12. (3) And if any ſhould flill doubt, whether tu 
Friendſhip, that is renewed in Heaven, will be ſo mul 
the more endearing, let ſuch take the following Anſwer 
If you ſhould have all jour Happineſs oy 
l "is 


> h. 2. 5 by Diatbß. 29 
Nulely and ſolely in God, you will ſuſtain no Loſs.— 
Ther, if you ſhould have as much Happineſs in other 


riends, whom you never knew before, that will not 
iminiſh your Enjoyment of your former Friends. — 
ut moſt probably your Love to glorified Saints will 
iſtinctly regard them, both for their Holineſs, and 
pr their Relation to you. As Holineſs is the chief 
xcellence, no doubt you will love thoſe moſt, that 
ill have moſt of God and Glory, tho' you never 
new them upon Earth. And amongſt thoſe, whom 
ou knew upon Earth, you will certainly love them 
eſt, whom God made Uſe of for your greatclt Good, 
nd who were the Inſtruments of your Converſion and 
alvation. It is manifeſt that our Beneſactors ſhall 
ave our peculiar Regard in Heaven; becauſe we ſhall 
ere for ever remember, love, and praiſe him that 
ved us, and waſhed us from our Sins in his ewn Blood, 
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— 5 nd made us Kings and Prieſts unto God. And there- 
h an re we ſhall alſo remember others with Love and 
Bodi hankfulneſs, in juſt Subordination to Chriſt, and in 
1 ſhall 2portion as they were our Friends for Zeus Sake. 

iſtinch S 13. THE never-failing Nature of Love is a prin- 


ipal Motive to kindle and increaſe it. Thus God 
Iraws us to every holy Duty, by ſhewing us the Ex- 
ellency of that Duty, and it is no ſmall Excellency ' 
o lay, that it never fail. They therefore, that think 
bey ſhall have no perſonal Knowledge of cach other, 
or perſonal Love to each other, in Heaven, take the 
oft effectual Courſe to deſtroy in their Souls all hol 
ove to thoſe, eſpecially that are of the Houſhold of 
aith. I am not able to love much, where I foreſee I 
am not to love long. I cannot love an Inn, fo well 
as my own Houſe ; becauſe I am ſooner to leave it. 
L muſt love my Bible, better than Books of Law, or 
Mel; becaule it leads to Eternity. I muſt love 
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Holineſs in myſelf and others; better than Food and 
Raiment, or Riches and Honours, or Beatty and 
Pleaſures, becauſe that muſt be loved for ever ; while 


the Love of theſe is as N as the Things them-| 


felvess I muſt confeſs, as the 


Heaven, principally kindles my Love to them on 
Earth. If I thought I ſhould never know them, and 


conſequently never love them, after this Life is ended, 
I ſhould in reaſon number them with temporal Things, 


xperience of my own} 
Soul, that the Expectation of loving my Friends in 
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and love them as ſuch, at the ſame Time allowing fo 
the excellent Nature of Grace. But I now delight-| 


fully converſe with my godly Friends, in à firm Per- 


ſuaſion that J ſhall converſe with them for ever; and 
take Comfort in thoſe of them that are Dead or Ab- 


ſent, as believing I ſhall ſhortly meet them in Heaven 


and love them, I hope, with a heavenly Love, as theſ 
Heirs of Heaven, even with a Love that ſhall there, 
he perfeted, and more fully and for ever exerciſed, | 
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„ Gp. II. 

1ds in % 5 

_ The Preſence of God with us in Solitude. 
5 if 


es 1. That the Preſence of God is. F 2. Hew God i 
ng for =_— pre/ent with us. & 3. He is with 4, (1) as a gra: 
light- = ci:u; Father; S 4. (2) to drnus Gord ; & 5. and (3) 
| t converſe with us. \ 6. Like Chriſt, we ſhould live 


i Ter | non Ged when firſaken by Men. NV 7. IA ben arewe 
A Ah.l neceſſarily called into Solitude, & 8. IYhen is Solitud. 


ſinful. F 9—11. Confiderations to prevent c ot 


ven; 4 ; 
aud wnaeceſjary Solitude, 


as the 


"I 8 1.7 O the Reaſons already aſſigned for bearing 
.. the Loſs of Friends, this may be added, 
rhat 77 gives ws the loudeſt Call to retire from all the World, 
Ward to converſe with God himpelf, and affords us ſome 
Aſſiance in ſuch divine Converſe. But this brings us 
ie the Thiid Part of the Text, where our Lord ſays, 
Aud yet I um not alone, becauſe the Father is with me. 
He that is with the King, is not alone, tho' forſaken 
by all others, He on whom the Sun ſhines is not 
without Light, tho? all his Candles are put out, If 
God be our God, he is our All. And if God be our 
All, we ſhall not, while he is with us, find the Want 
of Creatures, For He is with us, who is Every 
where and therefore is. never from us. He is with 
us, who is Almighty, and therefore we nced not fear 
what Man can do unto us. He can deliver us, when 
and how ke pleaſes, m_ every Danger and Diſtreſs, 
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till be with him, When we go abroad, we ſhou'd : 
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He is with us, who is Infinitely wiſe, to preſerve 
us even from our own Folly, as well as from our Ene- 
my's Subtilty, He knows what to do with us, in 
what Paths to lead us, and what Condition is beſt for 
us, He is with us, who is infinztely good ; alone 
fit to be the perpetual Delight of our Souls. There 
is Nothing in him to diſaffect, or diſcourage us. We 
may love him, without Fear of over-loving. He 
is with us, who is intimately related to us, He moſt 
dearly loves us, and will never withold any Thing 
from us that is for our real Good. | 
*. 2. This is He that is with us, when all have left | 
But as to the Manner how he is with us, let us 
more particularly obſerye ; He is with us by his 
gracious 1atherly Preſence — ſufficiently to do us Go; 
and entertain us with his holy Converſe. 
$ 3. (1) G is with us, by his gracious fatherly| 
Prejence; and not merely as he is every where, by l 
his eſſential Preſence, We are in his Family, atten- ji 


; 


; 
F 


{ 
* 
ding on him, as the Eyes of Servants look unto the Hand 
F their Maſters. As his Children, we are ever with 
bin, and al! that he hath is ours; that is, all that is fit to 4 
be communicated to us. Ven we awake, we ſhould 
behave as a/ways before him. Our Life and Works! : 
ſhould be a /Yalking with God, 
§ 4. (2) Gad is always with us, ſufficiently to de u 
God. Tno' we have none elſe to care for us; yet he 
will never caſt us out of his Care, but bids us c a 
cur Care upon him, and promiſes that he will care bl 
15, Tho' we have none elſe to provide for us, our 
heavenly Father knoweth all the Things we need, and 
will make the beſt Proviſion. Tho' we have none 
elle to defend us, he is our ſure Defence; the Rock toi 


which we fly, and upon _ we are ſurely * 
c 
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er ve He gathers us to himſelf, even as a Hen gathereth her 
ne- ¶ Chickens under her Wings, And while Love is thus 
in protecting us, we may well ſay, the Father is with us. 
for Tho! we have none elſe to ſupport us when we are 


© weak; yet his Grace is ſufficient for us; for his Strength 
is made perfect in Weakneſs. Tho' we have none to 


We teach us, and reſolve our Doubts ; yet the Maſter of 
—He Aſemblies is with us, and. will guide us into all Truth. 
moſt Tho' we have none elſe to comfort us in. Darkneſs. 
hing and Diſtreſs; yet, like Hagar in the Milderngi, we 

ſhall have Reaſon to ſay, Thou God. ſegſt us. Tho- 
left all our Friends like Job's, turn our Enemies, and add. 
et us Affliction to our Affliction; yet he ſays, hitherto ſhall 
y his ye come, but no further, and here ſhall your proud Waves 
v; be layed, Tho' we ſay with David, Me looked on our 


= right Hand, and beheld, but there was no Man that 

would know us; Refuge failed us; no Man cared for our 

Souls; yet we may add, as he does, O Lord, thou art 

= my Refuge, and my Portion in the Land of the lining. 

Hand 7% Tho', like David, we alſo complain, Our Enemies 
with Bl ſpeak Evil of us, whiſper together againſt us, and deſire. 
fit to our Hurt; yet we may ſhare his Conſolation and ſay, 
hould i! Thou, Lord, upheldeſt us in our Integrity, and ſetteſt us, 
hou'd WY before thy Face for ener. Tho' Friends be far off; yet 
V orks BY 26e Lord. is nigh unto them that are of a broken Heart, 
and ſaveth ſuch as be of a. contrite Spirit, Thus God.is: 
do tes with us, when Men are againſt us, or far from us. 
yet he His People find by happy Experience that they are not; 
aft a alone. His Hand is with them. to keep them from Evil, 
we for that it may not grieve them, but work together for their 


$, our | 1 Good. He is their Hiding Place, to preſerve. them from 
7, and Fr vo ouble ſurely the Flood of great Maters ſhall nit con. 
none ue them; he ſhall compaſs them about with Songs of 
ock to Deliverance, | | | 


buils 
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$ 5. (3) Gol is alſo with ts, to enterthin us with his 
holy Converſe. Wherever our Friends are, God is ſtill 
at Hand to be. the moſt profitable, honourable, and de- 
lightful Subject of our Meditations. "There is enough 
in him to employ all the Faculties of 'our Souls. A 
Perſon, in a well-furniſned Library, or indeed in the 
various Volume of the viſible Creation, may excel- 
lently engage his Thoughts many Years together ; 
but all would be Nothing, unleſs God was the Senſe I 
of Books and Creatures, and the Subſtance of all theſe 
noble Studies. He that is alone, and has only God 
himſelf to ftudy, need never want Matter for his 
Meditation. Nor need he want Matter for Diſcourſe, 
who has God to talk of; tho” he has not the Name of 
any other Friend to mention. He has no Want ei- 
ther of Work, or Pleaſure, who can ſpend his ſolitary 
Hours in the believing Contemplations of eternal 
Love, and of all the Divine Attributes and Works. 
What delightful Converſe, then, may a ſerious Chriſt- 
ian have with God alone! He is always prefent, al- 
ways at Leiſure to be ſpoke with, always eaſy of Ac- 
ceſs! He has no Intereſt that will caſh with our Hap- 
pineſs ! He never miſtakes our Meaning, or our Cha- 
rater ! Tf we converſe with Men, their Paſſions and 
Intereſts, their Errors and Weakneſſes, render the 
Trouble fo great, and the Benefit ſo ſmall, that ma- 
ny have become thereby weary of the World, and Wh 
have ſpent the reſt of their Time in Deſarts. In Pro- 
portion, indeed, as any Thing of God appears in 
Men, their Converſe is excellent and delightful. But 
there is ſo much of Vanity and Sin in all of us, as ex- 
ceedingly darkens our Light, and damps the Pleaſure, 
and blaſts the Profit of our mutual Converſe. How 
often have I been delighted in God, when I have 


il found moſt Deceit and Darkneſs in the World! _ 
. Wy often 
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often has he comforted me, when it was not in Man 
to do it! How often has he relieved and delivered me, 
when all other Help failed me] Looking to him, has 
been my Stay and Reſt, when the Creature has been 
a bruiſed Reed, or as a broken Toath, and a Foot out of 
oyat, 
Jo 6. As Folinwer's of Chri/?, let us endeavour to imi- 
tate him in this, to live upon God, when Men for- 
ſake us; and to be perſuaded, that while Gd is with 
us, we are not alone, nor forſaken. Not that we 
are therefore to undervalue our uſeful Friends, nor be 
unthankful for ſo great a Bleſſing as a godly Friend, 
nor be negligent in improving the Company and Help 
of ſuch. Trios is better than one. The Communion of 
Saints is a Mercy highly to be eſteemed ; and the un- 
der: valuing of it, is at leaſt a Sign of Declenſion in the 
@ ſpiritual Life, Nor are we on any Pretence to 
light our Friends, and diſoblige them, or neglect any 
Duty that we owe them, or any Means neceſſary to 
the regular Continuance of their Friendſhip. —— Nor. 
mult we, without Cauſe, retire from human Society 
into Solitude. To be weary of converſing with Men, 
is often connected with a Wearineſs of our Duty. A 
voluntary Retirement into Solitude, when God does 
not call or drive us thither, is but retiring from the 
Place or Work which God has appointed us; and 
conſequently a retiring rather from God, than to God. 
Like ſome idle Servants that think they ſhould not 
work fo hard, becauſe it is but J/orldly Buſineſs ; and 
think their Maſters deal not Religiou/ly by them, un- 
Jeſs they allow them to neglect their Labour, that 
they may ſpend more Time in ſerving God: As if it 
were not ſerving God, to be faithful in cheir Maſters 


Service. 
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36 The Preſence of God Ch. 3. 
§ 7. IT muſt be acknowledged that very holy Per- 
ſons have lived in a State of Retirement from human 
Converſe. There are ſeveral Circumſtances in which 
this may become a Duty. As for-Inſtance ; when 
Perſecution leaves us no Opportunity of ſerving or 
honouring God in any other Situation, When 
natural Infirmity, or any other Accident, renders a 
Perſon leſs ſerviceable to God and his Church in So- 
ciety, than in Solitude. When a Perſon has com- 
mitted a Sin of ſuch a ſcandalous Nature, that, tho' he 
b2 truly penitent for it, no particular Church can be 
ſatisfied to receive him into full Communion, 
When ſome peculiar Temptations can, after frequent 
Trials, be no other Ways effectually reſiſted, but by 
refraining from human Converſe. Alfo, when a 
Perſon by Age or Sickneſs, finds himfelf ſo near to 
Death, that his actual Preparation for it will be great- 
ly promoted by Solitude, 


68, Bur when Retirement from human Con- x 
verſe has no ſuch neceſſary Call, it uſually proceeds. 


from ſome vicious Diſtemper ;—Perhaps from Cow- 
ardice, when the Soldiers of Chriſt, for Fear of ſuf- 
fering, hide their Heads, inſtead of eonfeſſing bim 
before Men. Or from Indolence and Wearineſs 


of Duty, when flothful and unprofitable Servants hide 


their Lord's Talents. For it is eaſter. to run away 
from our Work, than to do it ; and to-go out of the 
Reach of Ignorance, Malice, Contradiction, and Un- 

odlineſs, than to encounter and conquer them by 
the Word of Truth and a Life of Holineſs; and to 


hide ourſelves in ſome Wilderneſs or Cel], whilſt 4 


others are fighting the Battles of the Lord. Or it 
may be owing to mere Impatience. When we cannot 
bear the Frowns, and Scoffs, and Violence of the Un- 


godly, we fly from ſuch Trials, which we ought to 
Over 
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er- Mbvercome by Patience. — Or it may proceed from 
nan Humour and Diſcontent with our Condition. Man 

ich etire from human Converſe to gratify their deer 
hen Neſentment, expecting to find that in Privacy, which 


Whey could not in Publick, nor is to be found any 
here on Earth. Sometimes it proceeds from Me- 
Wancholy, which is vexed in Company, and indulges 


8 a 

So- ts own ſickly Imagination, by living, like the Man 
m- ee ſed, amongſi the Tombs, And ſometimes it pro- 
he reeds from Pride and Self-Ignorance. If we think. 


much better of ourſelves than of others, we ſhall deſ- 
Wiſe their Converſe. On the contrary, we ſhould 
Wonſider what proud, worldly, ſelfiſh, and diſordered. 
WHcarts we are like to carry with us into Solitude, and 
What the neareſt Enemy is the worlt, and the neareſt. 
EI rouble the greateſt, | 

W $9. Tuus many are led into Solitude by their 
WW nficmities or Vices; and if they live where Popiſh 


on- Vanity may ſeduce them, they will perhaps imagine; 
eds. ¶ hat they are ſerving God, and e into Perfecti- 
w- n, when they are but obeying their ſinful Inclinati- 
uf- ns. The Duties of a public Life are undoubtedly. 


ore in Number, greater in Weight, and of more 


jeſs excellent 'Tendency to the Honour of. God, and the, 
ide Mood of Society, than the Duties of Retirement. © A. 
vay good Man, ſays Seneca, is a common Good. Nor 
the: can any Thing be a common Good, except every 


| "I one has ſome Share in it .“ Therefore, to prevent 
by e Evil of voluntary and unneceſſary. Solitude, let the 


to: ollowing Conſiderations be attended to. As for In- 
ilſt tance; — While you do Good but to few, and live al- 
r it {oſt to yourſelves, you are too little promoting the 
not Honour 
n- 1 2 7 5 2 
to Vir bonus eſt commune bonum. Nulla eſſent communia, niſi Pars 


Illorum pertineret ad Singulos, 3 
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Honour of the Redeemer, and his Kingdom in the 
World, and too little ſubſerving the Deſign of his 
Death and Reſurrection.— Vou will live in the greateſt 
Deficiency of the Grace of Charity, and therefore in 
a low nk very undeſirable State.—You will want the 

Communion of Saints, the Benefit of publick Ordi- 
nances, and the edifying Gifts and Graces of others, 
In Proportion to your doing ſo little Good to o- 
thers, you will have the leſs Comfort yourſelves. "They 
have uſually the moſt Peace and Comfort in them- 


ſelves, that are the moſt profitable to others. You 


© muſt live for others, if you would live yourſelf, ſays 
Seneca; for we can never be properly ſaid to live 
well, when all our Attention is fixed upon our- 


© felves*,” O the Delight that there is in doing 


Good to many! None know it, that have not tried 
it. Not becauſe ſuch Delight is owing to Merit, but MW 
to the pleaſing of God, and to the ſweet and amiable 
Nature of Goodneſs itſelf, and to the Efficacy of di- 
vine Promiſes, and becauſe we receive by communi- 
cating, and becauſe Charity makes all the Good We 
do to another to be to us as our own. 

§ 10. —Conſidering alſo, how dark and partial we 
are, and how heedleſs we are of ourſelves, and with 
what Difficulty we get or maintain Acquaintance with 
our Hearts, we ſo much the more need the Eye of 
others. Even an Enemy's Eye may be uſeful, though 
malicious; and may do us Good, while it intends 
Evil. An Evil, ſays Bernard, which none fees, none 
© reproves; and where there is no Fear of being re- 
© proved, the Tempter will be the more bold, and _ i 

| * wil E 


Non poteſt quiſquam bene degere, qui ſe tantum intuetur; alteri vi« 
| was oportet, ſi tibi vis vivere, 
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vill be practiſed with leſs Heſitationl. *Tis hard to 
know the Spots in our own Faces, when we have nei- 
ther Glaſs nor Beholder, to acquaint us with them. 
© Solitude; ſays Chryſaſtom, is the Cover of all Vices“. 
In Company this Cover is laid afide, and Vice being 
more naked, is more aſhamed. Beholders occaſion 
the Shame, which Solitude is not acquainted with; 
and it is a Piece of Impenitency, not to be aſhamed 
of Sin. — And we are for the moſt Part ſo weak and 
ſickly, that we are unable to ſubſiſt without the Help 
of others. God has left fome Impotency, Inſufficien- 
cy, and Neceſſity upon all, which ſhould keep all Men 
ſociable, and make them acknowledge their Need of 
others, and be thankful for their Aſſiſtance, and be 
ready to do the Good to others, which they would 
have others do to them. | 
F 17. In Privacy, Pride will have great Advan- 


able tage, and Repentance great Diſadvantage. * Any Per- 
f di- © ſon, as Caffianus obſerves, may think himſelf patient 
uni- © and humble, as long as he keeps out of Company; 
d we but his depraved Nature will ſoon appear, whenever 
it meets with any Provocation d. We cannot eaſi- 

1 we ly know what Sin or Grace is in us, if we have not 
with BF ſuch Trials, as are not to be found in Solitude. 
with Flying from the Obſervation and Judgment of others, 
ye of is a kind of Self-Accuſation; as if we confeſſed our- 
oughſelves to be ſo bad, that we cannot ſtand the Trial of 
tends WY the Light. * A good Conſcience, ſays Seneca, appeals 
none g to the Multitude; but a bad Conſcience is perplex- 
g re- 8 : ed 
d Sin | M N. 

will | Malum pd Nemo videt, Nemo arguit: Ubi autem non timetur 


eri vie 


Repre henſor, Securus accedit Tentator ; liceatius perpetratur Ini- 
quitas. 
* Solitudo eſt Velamen ominum Vitiorum. 
Tam diu patiens quiſque ſibi videtur & humilis, donec nullius Ho- 
minum Conſortio commiſcetur; ad Naturam priſtinam reverſurug 
Mum interpellayerit cujus libet Occaſionis Commotio, | 
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ed with anxious Thoughts, even in Solitude. If 
what you do, be truly good, let all Men know eit: 
If it be wicked, it is in vain to conceal it from o- 
thers, while you know it yourſelf. And if you deſ- 
piſe this ſingle Witneſs, how great is your Miſe- 
« ry*! Solitude is too much like Death to be deſira- 
ble. He that does good is alive, but he is dead, that 
is uſeleſs. * He, ſays Seneca, lives indeed, who is ſer- 
© viceable to many. Numbers feel that he has Life; 
© while they that lie hid in a ſtupid Inactivity, even 
© anticipate their own Death.“ And it is the moſt 
culpable Death, and therefore the worſt, to have Life, 
and not to uſe it. Once more conſider, that the 
neareſt Reſemblance to Heaven is a Life of holy Com- 
- munion. In the Heavenly Jeruſalem none ſhall be 
ſolitary, but all the Members ſhall in perſect Harmo- 
ny love and praiſe their Maker and Redeemer, 
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S Bona Conſcientia Turbam advocat: Mala in Solitudine anxia eſt & 
ſolicita, Si honeſta ſunt quæ facis, omnes ſciant : Si turpia, quid 

19 refert Neminem ſeire, cum Tu ſcias? O Te miſerum, ſi contemnis 

„ hunc Teſtemd | 

11488 1 Vivit is, qui multis Uſui eſt: Vivit is, qui ſentitur; qui vero latitant 

& torpent, Mortem ſuam anteceſſerint. 
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CH AF, IV. 


3 Why the Preſence of God in Solitude 1s 
— deſirable. 


ife, § 1. Solitude is not to be feared, but improved. & 2 In- 
the provement of Solitude panted after, & 3, 4. If Ged 


m- is with us in Solitude, we have (1) the Maker, Ruler, 
be and Diſpaſer of all Things with us, & 5. (2) to whom 
no- we are abſolutely devoted, & 6. (3) who beſt loves us, 


7. (4) wy2ſe Love is mare lo us than the Love of all 
the Friends in the Mold, & 8, 9. (5) with whom our 
greateſt Buſineſs lies, & 10 (6) with whom we may 
converſe without Reſerve or Interruption, & 11. and 
(7) with whom we muſt live for ever. 


Sd 1.TF God calls us into Solitude, or if Men forſake 
us, we may rejoice in this, that we are nat alone, 

becauſe the Father is with us, Fear not ſuch Solitude, 
but be ready to improve it, if you be caſt upon it, If 
God be your God, reconciled to you in Chriſt, and 
his Spirit be in you, you are provided for Solitude, and 
= need not fear if all the World ſhould caſt you off, If 
FR you be baniſhed, impriſoned, or left alone, it is but a 
Ap Relaxation from your greateſt Labours, a Ceſſation of 
vour ſharpeſt Conflicts, and your Removal from a 

; ultitude of great Temptations. Though you may 
not cowardly retreat, or run away, from the Fight or 
Danger; yet if God will diſpenſe with you, and let 
you 
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you live in greater Peace and Safety, you have no 
Cauſe to murmur, A Fruit-Tree that grows by the 
Highway-Side, ſeldom keeps it's Fruit to Ripeneſs, 
within the Reach of ſo many Paſſengers. Even Seneca 
could ſay, I never bring fo good a Temper out of 
Company, as I took into it. What I had been re- 
© gulating, is put out of Order. What I had baniſh- 
© ed from my Mind, gains Admittance again. Thus 
© receive great Hurt from having much Company“. 
How many vain and fooliſh Words corrupt the Minds 
of theſe that converſe with an-ungodly World ; while 
Solitude is free from ſuch Temptations! In Solitude, 
you breathe not in ſo corrupt an Air; you hear not 
the Speeches which offend Piety, Modeſty, and Cha- 
rity; nor the Complaints of the Diſcontented; nor 
the bitter Words of the Angry; nor the Wranglings 
of the Contentious; nor the Slanders and Reproaches 
of the Malicious; nor the Revilings of the Ungodly 
caſt upon the Righteous ; nor how the Erroneous 
artfully corrupt the Minds of the Unwary; nor the 
Diſtractions and Clamours, too common in religious 
Diſputes; nor are pained with the Oaths and Blaſ- 
phemies of the Wicked, the Imprudencies of the 
Weak, the Perſecutions of Enemies, or the Falling- 
out of Friends, In your Solitude with God, you will 
not ſec the Cruelty of proud Oppreſſors; nor the Proſ- 
Perity of the Wicked, to excite your Envy; nor the 
Adverſity of the Righteous, to ſtir up your Grief ; nor 
worldly Pomp, to dazzle you; nor fading Beauty, to 
entice you; nor waſting Calamities to afflict you. As 


you loſe the Help of your gracious Friends, ſo you are 


reed from the Effects of their Peeviſnneſs, and other 
| ' manifold 


® Nunquam a Turba Mores, quos extuli, refero. Aliquid ex eo quod 
compoſui turbatur. Aliquid ex his que fugavi redit, Inimica 
multorum Converſatio. 


\ches 
rodly 
jeous 
the 
gious 
Blaſ- 
the 
ling- 
1 will 
Proſ- 
r the 
3 nor 
y, to 
8 As 
zu are 
other 
nifold 


eo quod 
nica cl 


Ch. 4. 


manifold Imperfections. In a Word, you are there 
half delivered from the Vanity and Vexation of the 
World. And were it not that you are yet undeliver- 
ed from yourſelves, and your own depraved Hearts, 
what Felicity would your Solitude be! 

FS 2. ALas, we cannot out-run our own Diſeaſes; 
we muſt carry with us into Solitude the Remains of 
our corrupted Nature, our dead and dull, our ſelfiſh 
and earthly, our impatient and diſcontented Minds; 
and, what is worſt of all, our lamentable Weakneſs of 
Faith and Love, our Strangeneſs to God and Heaven, 
and Back wardneſs to the Things of eternal Life! O 
that I could efcape the, tho? I were in the Hands 
of the. moſt cruel Enemies! O that ſuch a Heart 
could be left bchind!. To out- run it, how gladly 
would I quit Houſe, and Land, and Honour, and 
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where there is none of this Darkneſs, nor Diſaffec- 
tion, nor Diſtance from God! O that I could find 
it! O that J might dwell there, tho' I ſhould never 
more ſee the Face of Mortals, nor ever hear a hu- 
man Voice, nor ever taſte the Delights of Fleſh |— 
Alas, fooliſh Soul, ſuch a Place there is, that has 
all this, and more than this ; but itis in Paradiſe, not 
in the Wilderneſs; it is above with Chriſt, not here 
upon Earth! And am I yet fo loth to die? Am 1 
yet no more defirous of the bleſſed Day, when I 
ſhall be unclothed of Fleſh and Sin? O Death, what 
an Enemy art thou even to my Soul, by frighting 
me from the Preſence of my Lord, and hindring 
* my Deſires and Willingneſs to be gone? This is 
* wronging me much more, than by laying my Fleſh 
to rot in Darkneſs. Fain would I know God, and 
* love, and enjoy him more. But O this hurtful Love 
* of preſent Life! O this unreaſonable Fear of dying! 
o5 
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all ſenſual Delights! O that I knew the Place, 
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O wretched Man that I am I bo ſhall deliver me from 
this Body of Death ?—From this carnal unbelieving 
Heart, that can ſometimes think more delightfully 
of a Wilderneſs than of Heaven ?—Thatcan ſeek at- 
ter God in deſart Solitude, among Birds, and Beaſts, 
and Trees; and yet is ſo backward to be looſed 
from Fleſh, that I might find him, and enjoy him 
in the World of Glory? Can I expect that Heaven 
ſhould come down to Earth, and that the Lord of 
Glory ſhould remove his Court, and either leave 
the Retinue of his celeſtial Courtiers, or bring them 
all down into this ſimple World, to ſatisfy my fleſhly 
Mind? Or can I expect the Tranſlation of Enoch, 
or the Chariot of Elijah? Is it not enough that my 
Lord has conquered Death, and ſanCtified the 
Paſſage, and prepared the Place of my. perpetual 
Abode ? Well! Tho' a Wilderneſs is not Hca- 
ven, it ſhall be ſwcet and welcome for the Sake of 
Heaven, if from thence I may but have a clearer 
Proſpect of Heaven; and if, by retiring from the 
Croud and Noiſe of Folly, I may but be better diſ- 
poſed to converſe above, and to uſe, alas, my too 
weak and Janguid Faith, till it be exchanged for the 
Beatifick Viſion, May there but be more of God, 
readier Acceſs to him, more flaming Love, more 
Heart-comforting Intimations of his ee in a 
Wilderneſs than in a City, in a Priſon than in 2 
Palace, let that Wilderneſs be my City, and that 
Priſon be my Palace, as long as J abide on Earth. 
If, in Solitude, I may have Enoch's Walk with Gad, 
I ſhall in due Seaſon have ſuch a Tranſlation, as will 
bring me to the ſame Felicity which he enjoys ; and 
in the mean Time, as well as after, it is no Diſad- 
vantage, if by mortal Eyes I am ſeen no more. 1 
the Chariot of Contemplation will, in Solitude rails 
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© me to more believing affectionate Converſe with 
Heaven, than I could expect in Tumults and Temp- 
© tations, it ſhall reconcile me to Solitude, and make 
© it my Paradiſe en Earth, till Angels, inſtead of 
£ Elyjah's Chariot, ſhall convey me to the Preſence of 
s my glorified Jeſus.” SE g 
§ 3. Is it grievous to you to be alone, becauſe you 
have been uſed to much Company? — Confider, that 
Company may ſo abuſe you, that it may be more 
'grievous to you not to be alone, You will not 
{wiſh for the Society of Waſps and Serpents ; and even 
[Bees have ſuch Stings, that their Honey may be 
bought too dear. But can you ſay you are alone, 
while you are with God ? Is his Preſence Nothing to 
you Does it not ſignifie more than the Company of 
all the Men in the World? There can be no Want 
of Man when we can ſpeak with God. And were it 
not that God is here revealed to us as in a Glaſs, and 
that we are converſing with God in Man, human 
Converſe would be of little Worth. —— If you ſug- 
eſt, that Solitude is diſconſolate to a ſociable Mind. 
hink again, that the moſt defirable Society is no 
Solitude, If God be nothing to you, you are not a 
Chri/tian, but an Atheiſt. If God be God to you, he 
is your All in All, and then ſhould not his Preſence be 
Inſtead of All? — O that I might get one Step nearer 
to God, tho? I receded many from all the World! O 
that I could find that Place on Earth, where a Soul 
may have neareſt Acceſs to him, and the fulleſt Know- 
ledge and Enjoyment of him, tho' I never more ſaw 
the Face of Friends ! On theſe Terms I ſhould 
chearfully ſay, with my bleſſed Saviour, 7 am not alone, 
becauſe the Father is with me; and not without ha- 
Ving the beſt Reaſons to aſſign for ſaying ſo. For if 
God be wich me, — The Maler, Ruler, and Diſpoſer A 
al 
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© Owretched Man that I am ! I bo ſhall deliver me from 
© this Body of Death ?—From this carnal unbelieving 
Heart, that can ſometimes think more delightfully 
ofaWilderneſs than of Heaven ?—Thatcan ſeek at- 
ter God in deſart Solitude, among Birds, and Beaſts, 
and Trees; and yet is ſo backward to be looſed 
from Fleſh, that I might find him, and enjoy him 
in the World of Glory? Can I expect that Heaven 
ſhould come down to Earth, and that the Lord of 
Glory Thould remove his Court, and either leave 
the Retinue of his celeſtial Courtiers, or bring them 
all down into this ſimple World, to ſatisfy my fleſhly 
Mind? Or can I expect the Tranſlation of Enoch, 
or the Chariot of Elijah? Is it not enough that my 
Lord has conquered Death, and ſanctified the 
Paſſage, and prepared the Place of my. perpetual 
Abode ? Well! Tho' a Wilderneſs is not Hca- 
ven, it ſhall be ſweet and welcome for the Sake of 
Heaven, if from thence I may but have a clearer 
Proſpect of Heaven; and if, by retiring from the 
Croud and Noiſe of Folly, I may but be better diſ- 
poſed to converſe above, and to uſe, alas, my too 
weak and Janguid Faith, till it be exchanged for the 
Beatifick Viſion, May there but be more of God, 
readier Acceſs to him, more flaming Love, more 
Heart- comforting Intimations of his | Sg in a 
Wilderneſs than in a City, in a Priſon than in a 
Palace, let that Wilderneſs be my City, and that 
Priſon be my Palace, as long as I abide on Earth. 
If, in Solitude, I may have Enach's Walk with Gad, 
I ſhall in due Seaſon have ſuch a Tranſlation, as will 
bring me to the ſame Felicity which he enjoys ; and 
in the mean Time, as well as after, it is no Diſad- 

vantage, if by mortal Eyes I am ſeen no more. 
the Chariot of Contemplation will, in Solitude rie 
| 1. 
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© me to more believing affectionate Converſe with 
Heaven, than I could expect in Tumults and Temp- 
<£ tations, it ſhall reconcile me to Solitude, and make 
© it my Paradiſe en Earth, till Angels, inſtead of 
© Eljjah's Chariot, ſhall convey me to the Preſence of 
s my glorified Jeſus.” ko | ; 
S 3. Is it grievous to you to be alone, becauſe you 
have been uſed to much Company? — Conſider, that 
Company may ſo abuſe you, that it may be more 
'grievous to you not to be alone. You will not 
[wiſh for the Society of Waſps and Serpents ; and even 
Bees have ſuch Stings, that their Honey may be 
wought too dear. - But can you ſay you are alone, 
while you are with God ? Is his Preſence Nothing to 
ou? Does it not ſignifie more than the Company of 
all the Men in the World? There can be no Want 
Jof Man when we can ſpeak with God. And were it 
not that God is here revealed to us as in a Glaſs, and 
that we are converſing with God in Man, human 
Converſe would be of little Worth. —— If you ſug- 
geſt, that Solitude is diſconſolate to a ſociable Mind. 
Think again, that the moſt defirable Society is no 
Solitude, If God be nothing to you, you are not a 
Chriſtian, but an Atheiſt, If God be God to you, he 
is your All in All, and then ſhould not his Preſence be 
inſtead of All ?—O that I might get one Step nearer 
to God, tho' I receded many from all the World! O 
that I could find that Place on Earth, where a Soul 
may have neareſt Acceſs to him, and the fulleſt Know- 
ledge and Enjoyment of him, tho' I never more ſaw 
the Face of Friends! On theſe Terms I ſhould 
chearfully ſay, with my bleſſed Saviour, I am not alone, 
becauſe the Father is with me; and not without ha- 
ving the beſt Reaſons to aſſign for ſaying ſo. For if 
God be with me,—The Maker, Ruler, and Diſpoſer of 
al 
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all Things is with me ;— He ii with me, to whom I am 
abſolutely devoted; — I ho loves me beſt ;—IW hoſe Love is 
more to me than the Love ef all my Friends in the Werld ; 
A iib whom my greateſt Buſineſs lies; — Miib whom I 
may converſe without Reſerve or Interruption j——and 
with whom I muſt live for eber. 
$4. (1) Ir God be with me, the Mater, Ruler, 
and Diſpeſer of all Things is with me. So that in hi 
all Things are virtually with me. I have that i 
Gold and Jewels, which I ſeem to want in Silver, 
Lead, and Drofs, I can want no Friend, if God 
vouchſafes to be my Friend. I can enjoy no F riend, 
if God be my Enemy. If God be reconciled untq 
me, I need not fear the greateſt Enemy. I thall not 
miſs the Light of a Candle, if I have this bleſſed Sun 
The Creature is Nothing, but what it is from, and 
in God; and as it diſcovers him, and helps the Soul tc 
know him, ſerve him, or draw nearer to him. As iti 
is the Sinner's Idolatry, to thirſt after the Creature in 
the Neglect of God, thereby making the World his 
God; fo. it approaches to the ſame aggravated Sin, 
when we lament the Loſs of Creatures more than 
God's Diſpleaſure. If I am under the Wrath of God, 
I have ſo much greater Cauſe for Lamentation than 
for the Loſs, or Abſence, or Frowns of Mortals, as 
ſhould almoſt make me forget that there is ſuch a 
Thing as Man to be regarded. But if God be my 
Friend in Chriſt, I have to much to think of with De- 
light and Complacency of Soul, as makes it extreme- 
ly abſurd inordinately to lament the Abſence of a 
Worm, while I have his Love and Preſence who 1s 
All in All. If God cannot content me, and be enough 
for me, how is he then my God? Or how ſhall he be 
my Heaven and evelatlig Happineſs ? | 
83 
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am & 5. (2) Ir God be with me, he is with me to whom 
Laim abſolutely devoted. I am wholly his, and have ac- 
id; Wknowledged his Intereſt in me, and long ago diſ- 
mn 1 claimed all Uſurpers, and penitently and unreſcrvedl 

and reſigned myſelf to him. Where ſhould I dwell but 
with him who is my Owner, and with whom I have 
made the moſt ſolemn Covenant that ever I made ? 
With whom ſhould a Servant dwell, but with his Ma- 
er? Or a Wife, but with her Husband ? Or Chil- 


ler, 
i" 
. 


ver ren, but with their Father? I am nearer lated to my 
30d od and Saviour, than to any other Relation in the 
nd, World. I have renounced all the World, as it ſtands 
into Wn Competition or Compariſon with my God, : How 
nNoUhall I hate Father and Mother, Brother and Sifter, and 
Sun e and Children for his Sake, if I cannot ſpare them, 


and 
1] to 
As it 
12 in 
J his 
Sin, 
than 


r be without them, to enjoy him? To hate them, is 


aſt them away with Contempt, ſo far as they would 
alienate me from Chriſt, that I may cleave to him, 
and be ſatisfied in him alone. I am now married to 
Chriſt; and with whom ſhould I delight to dwell, 
but with him who has taken me into ſo near a Rela- 


300, tion? O my dear Lord, hide not thou thy Face from 
thai WF an unkind, and unworthy Sinner! Let me but dwell 
„ W with thee, and ſee thy Face, and feel the gracious 
ch 2 . Tokens of thy Love; and then, if thou ſeeſt it beſt 


my 

De- 
eme- 

of a 
ho is 
ough 
he be 
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* for me, let me be caſt off by all the World; or, let 
* all other Friends be where they will, ſo that my 
Soul may but be with thee ? For thy Sake, I have 
* agreed to forſake all, and I reſolve by thy Grace 
to ſtand to this Agreement. 
\ 6. (3) Ir God be with me, he is with me ꝛuho loves 
me be/}, "The Love of all the Friends on Earth is 
Nothing to his Love, How plainly hath he declared 


s Love to me, in the ſtrange en the 
| uf- 


but to uſe them as Men do hated Things; that is, to 
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In the Communications of his Spirit, the Operations 
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of his Grace, and the near Relations into which he 
has brought me ? In the Courſe of his Providences, 
by many and wonderful Preſervatives and Deliveran- 
ces, and by the Conduct of his Wiſdom thro' a Life 
of Mercies ? What Love appears in his precious Pro- 
miſes, and in the glorious Proviſions he has made for 
me with himſelf to all Eternity? O my Lord, I am a- 
s ſhamed that thy Love is ſo much loſt; that it has no 
© better Return from an unkind, unthankful Heart; 
that I am no more delighted in thee, and ſwallowed 
© up in the Contemplation of thy Love. I can conten- 
< tedly let go all others, for the Converſe of ſome one 
< Boſom-Friend, as Jonathan was to David; and can 
© I not much more be ſatisfied in thee alone! All Men 
delight moſt in the Company of thoſe that love them 
£ beſt ; when they ſeek Satisfaction, it is not with the 
£ Multitude, but in the Converſe of their deareſt 
© Friends, And who, bleſſed God, ſhould be ſo dear” 
© to me as thyſelf? Did not my unthankful Heart 
© baſely neglect thy Love, I ſhould never be fo un- h 
© ſatisfhed in thee, but ſhould heartily ſay, hm hav” 
in Heaven but thee ® And there is none upon Eartl 
that I diſire beſides thee. Tho not only my Friends 
© but my Fleſh and my Heart fail; yet thou, Lord, wil 
© be the Strength of my Heart, and my Portion for ever. 
© Therefore how far foever I am f:rom Man, it is god 
« for me to draw near to thee, O let me dwel] there 


« where thou wilt not be ſtrange, becauſe thy Loving 


« Kindneſs is better than Life ! In the Multitud: of 
« Thoughts within me, let thy Comforts delight my Saul 
Let me dwell as in thy Family, and when I awa#t 
« let me be ſtill with thee ! Let me go no whither, by 
* where 1 am ſtill following thee! Let me do Nothing 
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but thy Work; nor ſerve” any other, but when I 
may truly call it a ſerving thee! Let me hear No- 
* thing, but thy Voice; and let me know thy Voice, 
by whatever Inſtrument thou ſhalt ſpeak Let me 
never fee any Thing, but thyſelf, and the Glaſs 
chat repreſents thee, and the Books in which I may 
* read thy Name ! Whether in Company, or Solitude, 
jet me be continually with thee, and ſo thou vouchlafe 
* to hold me by my right Hand, and guide me with thy 
* Counſel, and afterward receive me to thy Glory l 
Y 7- (4) IF God be with me, 1 /hall be with him, who/e 
Love is more to me, than the Love of all the Friend; in the 
Morid. Their Love may perhaps afford me ſome lit- 
tle. Comfort, as it flows from his ; but his Love is 
that only upon which I live. His Love gives me 
Life and Time, Health and Food, Books and Un- 
derſtanding, Proviſion and the temperate Uſe of it, 
Friends and the Bleſſings they communicate. Sun, 
Earth, and Air are not to uſeful and neceſfary to me, 
:s his Love. The Love of all my Friends cannot 
a beal my Sickneſſes, nor pardon the finalleſt of my 
Jas, nor aſſure me of God's Forgiveneſs, nor reſtore 
pf de Health of my Soul, nor give laſting Peace to my 
np ſtoubled Conſci baniſh the Fears of Death, 
Earth raubled Conſcience, nor baniſh the Fears of Death, 
nor ſecure my Paſlage to everlaſting Life. Death 
vil be Death ſtill, and Danger will be Danger ſtill, 
ben all my Friends have done their beſt, But my 
bod.is an All-ſufficient Friend. He can prevent my 
ſekneſs, or rebuke and cure it; or make it ſo good for 
ne, that I ſhall thank him for it. He can blot out 
Tranſgreſſions, and forgive all my Sins, and juſti- 
nme, when the World and my own Conſcience con- 


wal nn me. He can teach me to believe, repent, and 
bi, to hope, ſuffer, and overcome. He can quiet 
hing Soul in the midſt of Trouble, and give me a well- 
e bil  - C grounded 


grounded everlaſting Peace, and a Joy that no Man 
Se from M He can + rb from all the 

Diſtempers and Corruptions of my froward Heart, and 
both caſe and ſecure me in the painful War which is 
daily maintained in my on Breaſt. He can make it 
as eaſy a Thing to die, as to, undreſs and go to Bed. 
He can ſtrip Death of it's terrible Aſpect, and with a 
mild and comfortable Voice can ꝑreach to me the laſt 
and ſweeteſt Sermon, even what Jeſus preached on 
the Croſs, Yerily 1 ſay unta thee, Today ſhalt thau be twitb 
me in Paradiſe —And'is this the Difference between 
the Love of Man and of Gad And go.Lyet.lament .. 
the Loſs of Man? And am I yet ſo backwardito con- 
verſe with God, and to be ſatisfied in his Love alone? 
Ah, my God, ho juſtly mayſt thou withold that 
Love, which I thus underyalueg and refuſe that Con- 
verſe, which I have firſt refuſed, How juſily mayſt 
© thou turn, me over to Man, to ſinful Man, whoſe 
« Converſe, 1, ſo much deſire, till L have learnt, by 
dear - bought Experience, the Difference between. an 
* earthly and an heavęnly Friend!“ Have I not often 
enongh found what Man js in a Time of Trial? Have 
J not been told it over and over, and told it to the 
quick, by deceitful and ſelfiſh Friends; by proud and 
conceited Friends; by paſſionate and quarrelſome 
Friends; by tender, faithful, but unable Friends? How 
often have I found that human Friendſhip is a ſweet 
Addition to our Woe, a beloved Calamity, an Afflic- 
tion which Nature will not he without? Not becauſe 
Nature loves Evil, nor is wholly; deceived im its Choice; 
(for there is Good in Friendſhip, and, Delight in holy 
Love z) but becauſe the Gagd, which. is here accom- 
panied with ſo much Evil, is the Beginning of a more 

high and durable Friendſbip, and points us to the bleſ- 
led Society and Convetſe which we ſhall have inp, 
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better have 1 found the Friendſhip of the All- ſufficient 


God? His Love has not only pitied, but relieved me. 


He has not only been afflicted, as, it were, in my_Af- 
fictions, but has ſeaſonably, powerſully, and ſweetly 
delivered me. My burdened Mind has been exed by 
his Love, which was but more burdened, by the fruit- 


leſs Love of all my Friends. Often have I come to 


Man for Help and Comfort, and gone away as from 
an empty Ciſtern, that had no Water to cool my 
Thirſt; but God has been a preſent Help. Could [ 
get near him, I was ſure of Light, how great ſozver 


my former Darkneſs; I was ſure of warming, quick» - 


ening Life, how dead ſoever I had been before. All 
my Miſery was, that L could not get near him. My 
guilty Soul could not get ſatisfying Acquaintance with 


him, My earthly Heart lay dead, and would not ſtir; . 


or, if by any celeſtial Force it began a little to move 


towards him, it ſopn fell down again. My carnal . 


Mind was entangled in diverting Vanities, Thus 


have I been kept from Communion with my God. 


Kept! Not by external Violence; not by Bars, or 


its, or Diſtance of Place, or Lowneſs of Condition; 
nor by any Miſrepreſentations or Reproaches of Man; 
but, alas! by myſelf, by the Darkneſs, Stupidity, and 
vile Affections of a naughty Heart. Theſe, theſe | 
have been the Bars, and Bolts, and Jailors to keep 
me from my God., Had it Hex been for theſe, I might 


have got nearer to him; I might have walked and 
dwelt with him ; yea, dwelt in him, and he in me; nor 


have miſſed my Friends, nor felt my Enemies. And 


s it my ſinful Diſtance from my God, that has been 


my Loſs, my Wilderneſs, my Woe? Is it a nearer 
Admittance to the Preſence of his Love, that mult be 


my Recovery, and my Joy, if ever J attain to Joy? 
NE | - 2 0 
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Chriſt in the heavenly Jeruſalem, ——But how much 
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| 
| 


4 


32 Why the Preſence of Ged 


© and in him, and by him, draw near to God. Ceaſe 


« from Man, whoſe Breath is in his Noftrils. Love 


© God in his Saints, and delightfully converſe with 


« Chriſt in them, while thou haſt Opportunity. 


But remember thou liveſt not upon them, or on 
their Love, but upon God; and therefore deſire 
© their Company but for His; and if thou haſt His, 
© be content if thou haſt not theirs. He wants not 


Man, that enjoys God. Collect all thy Love, 


Thoughts, and Deſires, which have been ſcattered 


and loſt upon the Creatures, and fet them all on 


© God himſelf, and preſs into his Preſence, and con- 
© verſe with him, and thou ſhalt find the Miſtake of 


thy preſent Diſcontent, and thy ſweet Experience 


© ſhall tell thee, thou haſt made a happy Change. 


'S 8. (5) IF God be with me, he if with me with - 


whim my greateſt Buſineſs lies. What Company ſhould 
I deſire, but theirs, with whom J muſt do my daily 
neceſſary Work? I have more to do with God, than 
with all the World; yea, more and greater Buſineſs 
with him in one Day, than with all the World in all 


my Life. I have Buſineſs with Mortals about Houſes, 


or Lands, Food or Raiment, Labours or Recreations, 
private or public Peace; but what are theſe to my 
Buſineſs with God? Indeed, with holy Men I have 
holy Buſineſs; but it is only as they are Meſſengers 
from God, and come to me on his Buſineſs : But, even 
then, my Buſineſs is much more with God than with 
them; with him that ſent them, than with his Meſ- 


ſengers. My Buſineſs with God is ſo great, that if 


I had not a Mediator to encourage, and aſſiſt me 
to do my Work, and procure my Acceptance, the 
"Thoughts of it would overwhelm my Soul. —T here- 
fore let Man ftand by; I have to do with the eternal 


God, | 


j. 4 
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O then, my Soul, lay hold on Chriſt the Reconciler, 
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God, and with him I am to tranſact in this little Time 
the Buſineſs of my endleſs Life. I am to ſeek of God 
thro' ' Chriſt the Pardon of all my. great and grie- 
vous Sins; and, if 1 ſpeed not, woe unto me that eve. 
] was born! I have ſome Hopes of Pardon, but inter- -- 
mixed with many perplexing Fears. I have Evidences 
of Grace, but they are exceedingly blotted., I wayt 
Aſſurance that God is my reconciled Father, agd 
that he will receive me to bimſe}f when the World 
forſakes me. I have many languiſhing Graces to be 
ſtrengthened ; and, alas] what rooted, inveterate, vex- 
atious Corruptions to be curcd? Can I look into my 
Heart, into ſuch an unbelieving and earthly Hear:, 
into ſuch a proud and peeviſh Heart, into ſuch a per- 
plexed and trembling Heart, and not diſcern how 
great my Bufineſs is with God? Can I ſurvey my 
Sins, feel my Wants, and ſink under my Weakneſfles? 
Can I review my loſt "Time, and all the Grace 1 
have ungratefully reſiſted, and all the Mercies I have 
abuſed ; or, can I look forward, and ize how near my 
Time is to an End? Can I think of the Malice and 
Diligence of Satan ; the Number, Power, and Policy 
of my Enemies; the many dangerous Snares and 
Temptations that are around me; and, my own Ig- 
norance, Weakneſs, and Unwatchfulneſs, and not 
know that my greateſt Buſineſs is with God? Can 1 
feel and lament my Afflictions, and think my Burden 
greater than I can bear, and find that Man cannot 
relieve me? Can I go mourning in the Heavineſs of 
my Soul, and water my Bed with Tears, and fill the 
Air with my Groans, or feel my Soul overwhelmed, 
and my Words intercepted? Can I think of dying? 
Can I draw near to Judgment? Can I contemplate 
Heaven's everlaſting Joys, or Hell's everlaſting Pains, 
ad not feel that my greateſt Buſineſs is with God? 
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Q my Saul, the Caſe is eaſily-reſolved, with whom 
thou art moſt ſeriouſly to converſe. Where ſhouldſ 
© thou be, but where thy Buſineſs is, and Buſi- 
* nefs ſo important ??——AJas! what have L to d 
with Man? What can it do but, make my Head 
201 to hear a deal of ſenſeleſs Chat, about the Words 
and Thoughts of Men, or their Lands and Titles, 
and a-thouſand Impertinences, that only prove that 
the dreaming World is not awake? What Pleaſure 
is it to fee, the Buſtles of a Bedlam-World, and how 
they ſtrive to prove or make themſelves unhappy! W p 
How tedious and trifling are the Diſcourſes even of W -,, 
the Learned, when God is not the Mark they aim at? I m 
Were it not that ſome Converſe with Men, promotes 'p 
my Converſe with God, and that my Maſter has pla- -;j 
ced me in Society, and appointed me much of my WM g. 
Work with others, and for others, and that much of his ,,, 
Mercy is conveyed by others, Man might ſtand by, and ip} 
Solitude would be better than the beſt Society, ,and 42 
God alone ſhould take me up.—Nothing is ſo much 
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my Miſery and Shame, as that I bave lo little Wil 


and Skill in the'Management of my grand Buſineſs; . 

that my Work is with God, and my Heart no more 83 

' with him. What might not do in holy Meditation ot 

Prayer one Hour, if T vere difpoled, like. one that hs t 

had ſo long a Seafon, and ſo great a Neceſſity for con- bit 

verſing with God? A prayerleſs Heart, a Heart wall 2 

lies away from, God, is moſt inexcuſable in ſuch ea co 

Ine as I, that have ſo much importent Buſineſs with 5. 

im. It is Work that muſt; be done, and if well dont, po. 

| will never be repented of. I have never returned fron |: | 
| dhe Preſence of God, when I have really drawn ner , 


fo him, as I have from the Company of Mortals, 1e. 
penting the Loſs of my Time, and trembling for "YI v 
| -Piſcompoſure contracted by their yain and 90 or 


1 
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Diſcourſe. Toftenefthfthar T have prafed to hin 
ſo coldly, and cofiverſtd. with" him fo ne gently, and 
ſerved him ſo remily ; bt Jneter. f f the 
Time; Care; AﬀeRti gb Pfligence“ empli Jad in his 
holy Work. O that 1 Nad Hved tore Wirh God, tho! 
J had been 8 tat are” echſnent Wo 'the 
World, or eve With the dkateſt of m f "How 
much more ſweet would my Life! ve been! How 
much more blaméleſs, 5 — bog How much 
more fruitful, and anfweräble to m / Obhetitions. and 
'Prefefliotis ! Hbw much more Kt 6 thiorable in the Re- 
view! How! many Fans; and SH Fry] Gricfs 
might haye been pretend! 'O* How much more 
'pleafing is it now to my Remémbrance, to think of 
the Hours in which F Vie lain at the divine Foot- 
ſtool, : tho” it were im Tears" atid toads; ; than to 
think of the Time ITavelf ent in C wm With the 
(preateſt, moſt learned, b a Gl Qearelt * 

dance! | no foe batt i 


| 
589. AND Erh 2 othy 82 8 ve 148 0 
| m7 God; He 52 75 ee un Hr Wants 
and Needfities, and the. gay Affalt bf henies, and 
"WW Curprize of Afflictions, that ae be daily driven to 
bim. He loves to heat from me. He would have 1 he 
to be no Stranger with him. * have Buſineſs w 
bim every Hour, and nerd not want En ploy ment for 
all the Faculties of m 19 I, if Pugh dar it is to 
| converſe in Heaven. P db ande very Jeet T hope 
| has an Object fo great 0 exdceſlent, as "ought. to 
poſſeſs me wholly, Nothing of od muſt be treateg 
lightly. His Name muſt nat be took in vain, : He 
will be ſan#tified in ibem that come nigh him. He muſt 
be loved with all the bart. His Servants need not be 
'weary ſor Want of mploymen mor thro” its trifli 
or uriprofitable Nature. Had F Cfties to build, or 
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Kingdoms to govern, I might more rea ſonably com- 
plain that my Faculties are unemployed, than I can 
when J am to converſe in Heaven. In other Studies 
the Delight abates, when Deſire is gratified, and 
Knowledge attained ; but in God there is infinitely 
more to be known, when I ſeem to know him beſt, 
I am never ſatisfied with the Eaſineſs of knowing 
him, nor is there any Uneaſineſs or Unworthineſs in 
Him to abate my Deſires 3 .but I am drawn to him by 
his higheſt Excellencies, and drawn on to deſire mote 
and more, by the infinite Light which I have not yet 
beheld, and by the infinite Good which I have not yet 
enjoyed. If 1 am idle, or ſeem to want Employ- 
ment, when I am to contemplate all the Works and 
Mercies, all the Relations and Perfections of the 
Lord, ſurely it is for want of Eyes to ſee, or a Heart 
inclined to my Buſineſs. If God be not enough to 
employ my Soul, then all the Perſons and Things on 
Earth are not enough,——And when I have infinite 
Goodneſs to delight in, where my Soul may freely let 
out itſelf, without any Fear of exceeding in Love, 
how ſweet ſhould this Employment be? Love is no 
more confined hers I the Narrowneſs of the Object, 
than Knowledge. e can nevet love him in any 
Proportion, either to his Goedneſs or Amiableneſs in 
himſelf, or to his Love to us. What Need have I 
then of any other Company or Buſineſs, when I have 
infinite Goodneſs to delight in and to love, farther 
than ſuch Company or Buſineſs may ſubſerve this 
greateſt Work ? Come Home, then, O my 
Soul, to God, Converſe in Heaven. Turn away 
© thine Eyes from beholding Vanity. Let not thy Af- 
© tetions kindle upon Straw or Briars, that go out 
© when they have made a Flaſh or Noiſe, and leave 
* thee to thy Cold and Darknefs, But om, * 
4 we 
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dwell upon celeſtial Beauties, and make it thy daily 
© and moſt diligent Work to kindle thy Affections on 
© the infinite everlaſting Good; and, thus, they will 
© never be extinguiſhed for Want of Fewel ; but the 
longer they burn, the greater will be the Flame, 
Tho' while Love is but a Spark, thou canſt not ea- 
 fily make it burn, and art complaining” of thy cold 
© and backward Heart, that it is hardly warmed with 
© the Love of God; yet, when the whole Pile: has 
© took Fire, and the Flame aſcends, then Fire will 
© breed Fire, and Love will produce Love, and all the 
Malice of Hell itſelf ſhall never be able to ſuppreſs 
© or quench it unto all Eternity.” 4 
§ 10. (6) Ir God be with me, he is with me with 
whom I may conver ſe without Reſerve or Interruption, It is 
great Encouragement to my Converſe with God, that 
no Miſunderſtanding, no Malice of Enemies, no paſt 
Sin, nor preſent Frailty; no, nor the infinite Diſ- 
tance of the moſt holy and glorious God, can hinder 
my Acceſs to him, or interrupt my Leave and Liber- 
ty of Converſe. If I converſe with the Poor, their 
Wants afflict me, being greater than I can ſupply. Tf 
| would converſe with the Great, it is not eaſy to 
get Acceſs, and leſs eaſy to have their Favour, uns 
lefs I purchaſe it at too dear a Rate. How ſtrangely 
and conternptuouſly do they look on their Inferiors? 
How muſt their Word or Smile be ſolicited |! How 
ſoon are they weary of you! Eſpecially if you would 
put them to any Coſt or Trouble! With how much 
Labour and Difficulty muſt you climb, to ſee the Top 
of one of thoſe Mountains ! And when you are there, 
you are but in a Place of Barrenneſs, and have No- 
thing to ſatisfy you for your Pains, and may foon be 
glad to get far enough from them, and learn better ö 
reliſh the acceſſible, dalm, and fruitful Valleys.— 
. Cs How 
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How different from this, is my Soul's Converſe with 

God! Fee 1 never hinders him from hearkening 
to my Suit. He is Infinite, and Omnipotent, and 
All- ufficient for ævery individual Soul, as if he bad 
105 other to lock after in the World. When he is 
bah up with the Attendance and Praiſes of his hea- 


oſts, he is as Ls and as ready to attend and 
anſwer the Prayers and Sighs of a contrite Soul, as 
1 he had no nobler Creatures, nor higher 8 Services 
to regard. I am often unready to pray, but God is 
alw ays 1eady to hear. I am unready to come to him, 
walk with him, and delight: myſelf in him, but he is 
nevet umeady to entertain me. Many a Time my 
Couſcience would have driven me away, but God has 
invited me. to him, and rebuked my accuſing and 
trewbling Conſcience. Many a Time I have called 
myſelf a Prodigal, a miſerable Sinner, when be has 
called me his. Son, and reproved me for queſlioning 
is Love. He has readily forgiven the Sins, which ! 
thought would have made my Soul the Fewel of Hell. 
He has entertained me with Foy, with Muſict, and a 
Feaft, when | rather deſerved to be caſt out of Doors. 
Be has tenderly embraced me, when he might have 
laid, Depart from me, thou Wirker of Iniquity, 1 know 
thee not. Little did J think he could ever have forgot 
the Vanity and Villainy of my Vouth; when I had 
finned againſt Light ; when I had reſifted Conſcience; 
when I had frequently and wilfully injured Love; I 
thought he would never have forgotten it; but the 
Fiss of his Love and Mercy, and the Blogd and 
Interccſlion of his Son, have cancelled all. O how ma- 
ny Mercies have I taſted, ſince I thought I had ſinned a- 
all Mercies! How patiently has he bore with me, 


 fince. I thought he would never have put up more 
And yet, except my Sins, and the withdrawings , 
mM 


Ch. 4. IJ e Is "2 VERB, ke 


my Hkart, there "Has been Notbing o interrujt 0 
Canet, Tho! he is God, nd 7 a 9 5 8 thy 
he is in Heaven, and 1 on Fa yet he is "hear 
in all' that I call tion him for. 15 50 has . che 
Praifes of Angels, he diſdains not my Sighs 25 
Tears. Tho” ne is pe perfect) "loved b. Nt irits made 
perfect, he defpifes not the Httfe Sp 1 6 of my weak 
and languid Love. "Tho" T injure him by loving 
him no 8 tho” I often forget him, and have beep 
out of the Way, or refuſed" to hear, when he has 
called, ard pant n un Etatefülly cgected the Entertain- 
ments of bis Love, and have ny aſſociated my, 
{elf with thofe Whate\Conpany he forbid me; yet hg 
has not divorced hie. G W wonderful. that 10 aven 
will be familiar with Earth, God with Man, the moſt 
High with a Worm, and. the moſt Holy With a vile 
dinner! Man refuſes me, when God Ste tan me. 
Thofe I never wronged,, repfoach me; And God, 
whom I have unſpeakably injured, invites and intreats 
me, and condefcchds s me, "as 1 he. was obliged to 
terre me. Men abhotr me, ech 1 have delerveg 
well of; and God, from whom I deferve.e eternal Tor- 
ments, graciouy Aecebte! me. 1 upbraid my felf with 
my Sins, but he upbraids me not. I condemn mylelf 
for them, but he will not condemn. me, Hl forgiyes 
me ſooner thanF can forgive m ſelf. 1 have Peace with 
bim, before [ can have Peace * my own i 


— 
Fy 1 


2— . 


\ near to him, who wil not wrong 12 1 7 credit! ting 
wine Enemies falke eports, or by laying to\thy 
Charge Thins that 125 knowe/t not; 3 but will forgivg 
75 the Wrongs thou Halt 9 and Juſtify thee from 
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© draw near ia God !'———Once more, 
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the Sins which Conſcience lays to thy Charge. 
Come to him, who invites thee to come by bis 
Word and Spirit, by his Miniſters and Mercies, and 
who promiſes, that thoſe who come to him, he will in ny 
wiſe caſt out, Walk with him, who will Hold thee by 
thy right Hand, Speak to him, who teaches thee to 


ſpeak, and underſtands and accepts thy Stammering, | 
and Helps thine Inſirmities, when thou knoweſt net 


what to pray for as thou oughteft, and gives thee 


Greanings which cannot be uttered by thy beſt-choſen | 


Words. Speak to him, whom the Heaven and Heaven 
of Heavens, cannot contain; but ta this Man will he lock, 


even to him that it poor and of a contrite Spirit, and | 


trenibler at his Mord; yea, a broken and à contrite 
Heart he will not deſpiſe. Walk with him, who is 
never weary of the Converſe of the Upright ; who 
is never angry With thee but for flying from him, or 
from drawing back, or being too ſtrange, and re- 
fuſing the Kindneſs and Felicity of his. Preſence. 
The Day is coming when the proudeſt af the Sons 
of Men would be glad of a kind Look from him, 
with whom thou haſt Leave now to walk. How 

lad would thoſe be of a Father's Smile, or of any 
Dae of Hope and Mercy from him, who now 


will not condeſcend to favour thee with their Smiles, 


but delight to injure and abuſe thee! Draw near to 
him, therefore, on whom the whole Creation de- 
pends, and whoſe Favour the greateſt of Mortals 
will at laft cry for, when all their Pomp and Plea- 
ſure can purchaſe Nothing. Walk with him, who 


is Love itſelf, nor think him unwilling or unlovely, 
nor let'any Artifices of the Tempter drive thee from 
him. Having felt the Storms abroad, methinks thou 
ſhouldſt ſay, how ſafe, how ſweet, how good is it te 
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511. (7) Ir God be with me, he is with me, with 
whom I muſi live for ever, My Houſe or Land, m 
Walks or Books, or even my Friends as cloathed 
with Fleſh, are Pleaſures I muſt poſſeſs but a little 
while. Henceforth know we no Man after the Fleſh ; 
yea, tho we have known Chriſt after the Fl:ſh, yet now 
hence forth knaw we him no more; for his Body in Hea- 
ven is ſpiritual and glorious. And tho' when we 
come to Chriſt, we may converſe with Father or Mo- 
ther, with Wife or Children, as glorified Saints ; yet 
in the Relations in which they now ſtand, we ſhall 
converſe with them but a little while. For the Time 
is ſhort: It remaineth, that both they that have Wives, 
be as tho they had none; and they that weep, as tho 
they wept not; and they that rejoice, as thy) they re- 
joiced not; and they that buy, as tho” they poſſeſſed not; 
and they that uſe this World, as not abuſing it; or, as 
tho' they uſed it not: For the Faſhion of this World paſ- 
ſeth away. Why then ſhould I ſo much regard a Con- 
verſe of ſo ſhort” a Continuance ? Why ſhould I be 
ſo familiar in my Inn, and ſo fond of that Familiarity, 
as to grieve at the Thought of leaving it, and of go- 
ing to my glorious, eternal Home? Shall I love the 
Company of a Fellow- Traveller or perhaps of one 
that is going to a contrary Place, and not take more 
Pleaſure in remembering my Home:? O my Soul, 
conſider © thou doſt not dwell, but travel here. It 
* is thy Father's Houſe, where thou muſt abide for 
ever, Tho' he is inviſible, he is every ſtep of thy 
Way nearer to thee than any Mortal, Walk then, 
* as ſeeing him, who is inviſible. Hearken to him, when 
* he ſpeaks. Obey his Voice. Obſerve his Way. 
Speak to bim boldly, tho' humbly and reverently, 
© as his Child, Tell him what ails thee. Look up- 
Don all thy Suffering as the Demerit of thy Sin. 
1 | | 6 Confeſs 
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<  Confeſs thy Folly and Unteindiieſs, crave his Par- 
don, and remind bim what. and why his Son ſuf. 
+ fered, — 
verſe. Deſne his Grace, and give up thyſelf to his 
Conduct and Cate. Tell him the Hiſtory of thy 
Crimes, with; penitential Fears and Groans. - Tell 
„ bim, alſo, that where Sin has \abornded, his Grube 
may now much more abound, and therefore be ho- 
© noured the more. Tell bim, that thou art moöſt 
.< angry with that which offends him moſt, even thy 
+ diſobedient,\unthankful Heart ;:that chou art weary 
of a Heart that loves. him no more and that it will 
never pleaſe thee, till it loves him better, and is 
more deſirous to pleaſe him. Tell him of thy Ene- 
mies, and intreat the Protection of his Love, Tell 
< him of thy Infirmities, and beg not only his tender 
Forbearance, but his Help; ſenſible, that without 
Vim thou cauſ do Nething'; and that, frengthenecd 9) 
« him, 'thou canſt do (all. Things. | When thou falleſl, 
« deſpair not, but* crave his Hand to raiſelthee up 
© again, —— Eſpetially ſpeak to him of everlaſting 
© Things, and thank him for his Promiſes,” and for 
© thy Hopes of what. thou ſhalt be, and have, and do 
among his Saints for ever. Rejoice in thoſe Pro- 
© miſed Joys, even of fetinghis Glory) and of loving 
« and praifing him better than thou'eanſt now defire. 
© Begin thoſe: Praiſes. And, as thou walkeſt with 
him, take Pleaſure in the Mention of his Petfecti- 
ons; be thankfid unto him, and blefs his Name. De- 
© light thyſelf in conſidering, what a God, and Por- 

© tion, all Believers have; whither this God is now 
conducting thee; what he will do with thee ; and 

5 how he will employ thee for ever. Joyfully cele- 


Ch.. 


brate the Glory bf his Works, the Righteouſneſs of 


© his Judgments, atid the Holineſs of his Ways. * 
2 


Treat with him about thy future Con- 
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4 his Praiſes elevate thy. Heart and Voice. Turn 


'« away all laviſh Fears, all hurtful Doubts and 
«© Griefs, that would interrupt or ſpoil the Melody. 


Thy Father loves, even thy Complaints and Tears; 


and how much more thy Praifes and Thankſgivings? 


If indeed he ſeems to chide or hide his Face, be- 
cauſe thou haſt offended him ; let the Cloud that is 
gathered by thy Folly, come down in Tears; yet 
fly not from him, but beg his Pardon, and the Pri- 
viledge of a Servant, tho unworthy to be treated as 
a Son; and thou wilt find that he is merciful and 
ready to forgive: Only return, and keep cloſer for 
Time to come. — If the Breach, -thro' thy Neg- 
© let, be gone ſo far, that thou ſeemeſt to have loſt 
© thy God, and to be caſt off and forſaken; deſpair 
© not yet, for he does but hide his Face, till thou re- 
© pent, Be not regardleſs-of his Withdrawings, and 
© of thy Loſs. Cry out, My Father, my Saviour, my 
© Ged, why deft thou hide thy Face? Thy beft thou for- 
© ſaken me? What ſhall I do bere without thee ? O have 
© me not, loſe me not in this howling Il ilderneſi Let 
me not be a Prey to any ravenous Beaft, to Sin and Sa- 
tan, to my Foes and thine! Tell him, theſe are the 
© Lamentations of his Child. Beg that thy childiſh 
* Follies may be pardoned ; and tho' he correct thee, 
that he will not forſake his Child. If thou haſt not 
Words to pour out before him, at leaſt /mite upon 
* thy Breaft; and tho' thou art afraid or aſhamed to /if? 
© up ſo much as thine Eyes unte Heaven, yet look down 

* and ſay, God be merciful to me a Sinner ; and it will 

© tend to thy Pardon and Juſtification, and be a Prayer 

© which he cannot deny,—Or if thou haſt long called 

* upon thy Father's Name, and heareſt not his Voice, 

and haſt no Return; enquire for him of them that” 
* know him, and aie acquainted with his Way ; and 


ask 
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ask the Watchmen, where thou mayſt find thy Lord. 
At length he will appear to thee, and firſt find thee, 
that thou mayſt find him, and will ſhew thee where 
thou didſt loſe him, by loſing thyſelf. Seek him, 
and thou ſhalt find him. ait, and he will ap- 


11 


pear in Kindneſs; for he never fails or ſorſakes 


thoſe that wait for him. Thou art ſurer in his Co- 


venant-Love, than thou canſt believe or apprehend. He 
This kind of Converſe, O my Soul, thou haſt 


© to maintain with thy God. Thou haſt, alſo, the 
© Intereſt of all his afflicted Servants to tell him of; 


© the Concerns of his Kingdom; the Fury of his C 
Enemies; the Diſhonour they caſt upon his Name; ; 
© the Advancement of his Goſpel and Glory in the J 
World. But ſtill let his righteous Judgment be re- p 
© membered, and all be centered in his glorious, ever- 7 
« laſting Kingdom.” Is it not much better thus h 
to converſe with him, whom I muſt be with for ever, G 
about the Place, the Company, the Work, and In- r 
tereſts of my perpetual Abode, than to be taken up as 


with Strangers, and be hindered in my Way by their 
Impertinencies? | 


Ch. 5. How the Preſence of God &. 64 
— — — 
„ 
How the Preſence of God in Solitude is 
attainable. 0 


Fr. More Reaſons hinted at for deſiring the Preſence of | 


God in Solitude, & 2, 3. In Order to enjoy the Pre- 
ſence of God in Solitude, (1) be reconciled to hin; 
$ 4. (2) depend on Chriſt's Mediation; NV 5. (3) 
get free from Guilt; & 6. (4) cheriſh no Idol in the 
Heart;  \ 7—9. (5) Live by Faith; \ 10. and (6) 
deep the Heart with all Keeping. 11. The bleſſed 
God to be admired for his perfect Suitableneſs to the 


Defires of the Soul. & 12. The Work concludes with 
ardent Breathings after God. £ 


. 1. T1 ARGELY as I have pointed out, in the pre- 
ceding Chapter, the Reaſonableneſs of ſay- 

ing in Solitude, I am not alone, becauſe the Father is 
with me; yet I am ſenſible there are other weighty 
Reaſons to be aſſigned which well deſerve to engage 
our Meditations; tho? here I ſhall but briefly mention 
them, As far Inſtance; Converſe with God gives 
human Converſe all its Excellency. Converſe with Man 
Is only fo far deſirable as it tends to our Converfe 
with God. And therefore the End muſt be preferred 
defore the Means. All divine Diſpenſations and Or- 
inances are deſigned to affiſt our Converſe with Ged. It 
5 the Office of Chriſt, and the Work of wag." 
pirit, 


— — 
— — — — — 
— — 
——_ — — =. 
— — — 
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Spirit, and the Uſefulneſs of all the Means of Grace, 
| and of all Creatures, Mercies, and Afflictions, to re- 
| UAuce our ſtrayin s to- God,  that-we may con- 

verſe with him, and enjoy him. —— Converſe wit) 
| Gd is miſt ſuitable to thoſe that are near Death, It 

beſt prepares for Death. Jt is the.neareſt Reſemblance 
to the Work we ate to 4 after eath, We had ra- 


ther, when Deat comes, be found converſing with 


ly to do with God he isigoing to the Judgment of 

God; and he muſt truſt in his Mercy. It therefore 
concerns us to draw. near to God no, ahd be flo 
_Stravgers to him, leſt Strapgeneſs at Death ſhould be 
. our Terror. —— God's Willingneſs to converſe with me, 
is the moſt wonderful Condeſcenſian. Will he conyerſe 
with ſuch a Worm, with ſuch a vile Sinner | And 
therefore, how inexcuſable is my Crime, if I refuſe 
« his Company, and reject ſo great a Merey— Hen 
Hleaven itſelf is but our Converſe tuith God, und tvith bis 
Saints that arg glariſed: Cohſe quemly, our holy Con- 

verſe with God here, is the State that moſt refenab:es 

Heaven, and beſt prepares for it, and indeed is all the 
Heaven there is upon Earth. 11 
82. IN order to aſſiſt you in attaining to this Con- 
verſe with God, let the following Directions he care- 
fully attended to. As far Inſtance; — Be reconciled t 
, Goad;—Depend, on the Mediation of Chriſt;— Get fit 
Vm Guilt ;—Cheriſh ns Idel in the, Heart Live 9 
. Faith; — And, keep the Heart with all Keeping. But, 
obvious as ſuch Directions are, there may be gest 
Incapacity in ſome Perſons, to be much in ſolitary 
Contemplations, ariſing from Melancholy, or other 
Jafirmities. The Confuſion and Hurry, which wil 
de apt to prevail in Retirement, make it proper ſa 


.fuch Perſons to attend, for the moſt Part, to oy " 
| | 1g10 


* 


God, than with Man; A dying Man has principal-| 


Ch. 5» An Solitude i, attainable, 


ligious Dutics which are. carried on by the Help-of 
others. Inſtead of well-digeſted Meditations in Soli- 
tude, they muſt content themſelves with a little Time 
in ſecret Prayer, and with ſhort occaſional Meditations ; 
and be fo much the more in ſocial Reading and Hear- 
ing, Prayer and Praiſe, till their better State of bodiy 
Health, and more vigorous Spirits, ſhall fit them fo 
the deſirable Improvement of their Solitude. 7 
L. 3. (1) Mate ſure of your Reconciliation to God in 
Chriſt, and of his being iudeed your Father and Friend. 


How can two walk together, except they be agreed? Can 


you take Pleifure in dwelling with confuming Fire ? 
Or, in converſing with the moſt dreadful Enemy? 


But that every doubting, or ſelf. acculing Soul may 
not find a Pretence for flying from God, let ſuch 
know and conſider, that God does not ceaſe to bea 
Father, whenever, a fearful Soul is drawn to queſtian 
or deny it. Let them alſo know and conſider, that 
in the Offers of Grace to all miſerable Sinners, and 
in the aſſured Rezdineſs, of God to receive and em- 
'brace the truly Penitent, there are ſuch Tidipgs as 
oueht exceedingly to rejoice a' Sinner; and ſuch a- 
bundant Encouragements, as ought, to draw the moſt 


Guilty to ſeek unto God for Mercy. — It muſt he 
acknowledged, however, that the ſweeteſt Converſe 
with God is for his Children, and for thoſe. that haye 
ſome Aſſurance that they are his Children. And per- 
baps you will ſay, that this is not eaſily attained; how 
{hall we know that God is our Friend? To this 1 
anſwer, If you are unfeignedly Friends to God, it is 


becauſe he firſ? loved you. Prefer him before all other 
Friends, and before all the World's Wealth and Va- 
nity. Uſe him as your beſt Friend, and abuſe him not 
by Diſobedience or Ingratitude. Own him, though 
a the deareſt Rate, Whenever you are called to it. 
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- againſt him, Take him to be really better for yo 


| boldly and comfortably converſe with God; but out 


God, take Heed of bringing inte his Preſence any particu- 
lar Guilt. Chriſt himſelf never reconciled God to 
Sin; and the Sinner and Sin are ſo nearly related, 


Deſire his Preſence, and lament his Abſence. Laieemes 
him with all your Heart. "Think not hardly of hi the L. 


Suſpect him not. Miſunderſtand him not. HearkeW* Y Ou 


not to his Enemies. Receive not any falſe ReportF*** 2 


than all the World. Thus do, and doubt not but for 


g pom are Friends with God, and God with you. In: eh, te 


Word, be but heartily willing to be Friends to God" 
and that God ſhould be your chiefeſt Friend, and yoiſſſ'*29 


may be ſure that.it is ſo indeed, and that you are and rath. 
| Have what you defire; and then how delightfully ma.“ 
you converſe with God 7 NES 3 
5 4. (2) Depend entirely on the Mediation of Cbr if ** 


the great Reconciler. Without him there is no coming 9 6 
near to God; but in his Beloved you ſhall be accepted. , 


Whatever Fear of God's Difpleafure ſhall ſurpriae ced , 
you, preſently fly to Chriſt for Safety. Whatever Thi 
_ Guilt ſhall look you in the Face, commit yourſelf and e n 
your Cauſe to Chriſt, and deſire him to anſwer for Hr V 
you. When the Doors of Mercy ſeem to be ſhut 
againſt you, fly to him that has the Keys, and who at 
any Time can open to you and let you in. Intreat 
| him to anſwer for you to God, to your own Conſci- 


ence, and to all Accuſers. By him alone you may 


of him, God will not know you. 
§ 5. (3) If you winld have ſweet Communion with 


that, notwithſtanding the Death of Chriſt, you ſhall 
feel that Iniquity dwelleth not with God, but he hateth 
all Workers of it, and the fooliſh ſhall nat ſtand in his 
Sight; and that if you will preſume to fin becauſe you 


are his Children, Je ſure your Sin wil! find yu out. 5 
wha 


at Fear, what Shame, what Self-Abhorrence, and 


comes with the Soul into the Light of the Preſence 
the Lord! It will unavoidably abate your Boldneſs 
d your Comfort. When you ſhould be taking a 
Peet Complacence in his reconciled Face, and pro- 

iſed Glory, you will. be reproaching yourſelves for 
yur former Sins, and be ready even to tear your 
eſh, to think that you ſhould do as you have done, 


end, and that you have caſt yourſelves upon his 
rath. But a peaceful Conſcience, a Soul waſhed in 


ers are a Taſte of Hell. 

$ 6. (4) Be ſure that you bring no Idols in your 
arts, when you come to converſe with Gd. Take 
ted of inordinate Affection to any Creature. Let 
Things elſe be as nothing to you, that you may 
Wie none to take up your "Thoughts but God; and 
or Minds may be farther ſeparated from them, than 
ur Bodies. Bring not into Solitude, or Contem- 
lation, a proud, or wanton, or covetous Mind. It 


yon, A Mind drowned in Ambition, Senſuality, or 
aflion, will ſcarce find God any ſooner in Retire- 
ent, than in a Croud; for God will not own, nor 
© familiar with ſuch a one; unleſs he is returning 


om thoſe Sins to God. * What Advantage is there, | 


lays Seneca, in the greateſt rural Silence, if Paſſions 
rage within?* Bring not thy Houſe, or Land, or 


edit, or carnal Friend along with thee in thine , 


eart, if thou wouldlt walk in Heaven, and converſe 


th God, 587. ; 


d prodeſt totius Regionis Silentium, ſi Affectus fremunt ? 
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f. Revenge will Guilt raiſe in a penitent Soul, when 


d uſe him as you would not have uſed a common 


meency, will walk with God in Duietneſs and A. 
nice, without thoſe Frowns and Fears, which to o- 


of much greater Importance, what Heart you bring, 
an what Place you are in, or what Buſineſs you are 
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§ 7. (5) Live flill by Faith. Let Faith, as it were, 
lay Heaven and Earth together. Look not at God, 
as if he were far off. Set him always before you, even 
at your right Hand. I ben you awake, be ſtill roith him, 
In*the Morning, tbank him for your Reſt, and yield 
up yourſelf to his Conduct and Service for the whole 
Day. Go forth as with him, and as doing his Work. 
In every Action, let the Command of God, and the 
Promiſe of Heaven, be before your Eyes, and upon 
your Hearts. Live, as having incomparably more to 
do with God and Heaven, than with all the-World; 
that, with Paul, you may ſay, To me to live is Chriſt, 


and to die is Gain.” You muſt ſhut up the Eye of 
Senſe, except in Subordination to Faith, and live by 


Faith upon a God, a Chriſt, and a World that is un- 


ſeen, if you would by Experience know what it is to 


be above the brutiſh Life of Senſualiſts, and to con- 
verſe with God. — O Chriſtian, if thou hadſt rightly 
learned this bleſſed Life, how high and noble would 
thy Converſation be! How eaſily wouldſt thou 
© ſpare, and how little wouldſt thou miſs, the Favour 
of the greateſt Mortals, or the Preſence of any 
* worldly Comfort! City or Country would be much 
« alike to thee; only that Place and State would be 
« heſt to thee, where thou haſt the greateſt Help and 
Freedom to converſe with God. Thou wouldlt 


* ſay of human Society, as Seneca, It is the ſame Thing 


© to me, whether Ptonverſe with a ſingle Friend, or with 
* a Multitude; I am ſatisfied with one, and with none. 
+ Thus being taken up with God, thou mighteſt, in 
«* Priſon, live as at Liberty; and in a Wilderneſs, 28 
in a City; and in a Place of. Baniſhment, as in thy 
« native Land; for the Earth is the Lord's, and tht 


Fullnſt 


. Unus pro populo mihi eſt, et Populus pro uno: Mihi ſatis eſt uns, 
NON. ſatis eſt nullus. 2 


ki F in Solitude is attainable. - ”Y | 


Fullueſi thereof; and- every- where thou- mayſt find 


kim, and converſe witn bim, and /ift up holy Hand 


unto him: In every Place, thou art within the 
(Sight of Home, and Heaven is in thine Bye, and 


© thou art converſing with that God, in whoſe Con- 


verſe the higheſt Angels place their moſt tranſcen- | 


- 


dent Felioity.C“ 
Enemies to triumph, ſinee they can never exclude a 


tim into ſuch a Place where he cannot have his On- 


liſowns them; and abuſes them for his Sake, and hurls 


them about -as the Officouring ef all Things, When 


the Jews had cuſt out the Man, whom Chriſt had cured 
of his Blindneſs, Jeſus ſoon ford him. Perſecutors 
do but promote the Benet and exceeding Joy of 
Sufferers for Chriſt. - How little Reaſon, then, have 
Chriſtians to ſhun ſuch Sufferings, by any: unlawful 
Means; and to give ſo dear, as the Hazard of their 
douls, for the Sake of eſcaping the Safety, Honour, 
and Happineſs of Martyrdom ? 

$9. INDEED, we judge not, we love and live not, 
a Saints muſt do, if we judge not that to be the trueſt 
Liberty, and love it not as the beſt Condition, in 
which we may moſt intimately converſe with God. 
And O how much harder is it to walk with God, in a 
Court, in the Midſt of ſenſual Delights, than in a 
Prifon or Wilderneſs, where we have none to inter- 


pt us, and Nothing elſe to engage.us!- Our prepaſ- 


felled 


$ 8.-How-little Cauſe, then, have all the Church's | 
ue Believer from the Preſence of his God, nor baniſh 


wſatizn in Heaven? The Stones, that were caſt at 
toly Stephen, could not hinder him from ſeeing the 
Havens opened, and Jeſus ſianding on the Tight Hand of 
bid. A Patmos allowed Saint Fabn to be in the Spi- 
it on the Lord Day. Chriſt never ſo ſpeedily and 
tomfortably owns his Servunts, as when the World 


4 
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ſeſſed Minds, our earthly Hearts, our carnal Affecti- 


walking with God. But he who lives in the Family 
of God, and is employed in attending upon him, and 
in converſing with Chriſt, and with heavenly Ob- 
jets; ſuch a one has no Reaſon to complain of his 
W ant of Friends, or Company, or Accommodations, 
nor be too impatient under any corporal Confine- 
ment. + | 
§ 10. (6) La/lly, keep your Hearts with ail keeping. 
Let nothing have Entertainment there, which would 
abridge your Liberty of converſing with God. Fill 
; TY ; not 


ons, and the Pleafures of a proſperous State, are the ho 
Priſons and Jailors of our Souls. Where it not for * 
theſe, how free ſhould we be, tho* our Bodies were D 
confined to the ſtraiteſt Room? He is at Liberty, who be 
can walk in Heaven, and have Acceſs to God, and Fri 
make Uſe of all the Creatures in the World, for pro- * 
moting his heavenly Converſation. And he is the 4 
Priſoner, whoſe Soul is chained to Fleſh and Senſe, WM I 
and confined to his Lands and Houſes, and feeds on pe 
the Duſt of worldly Riches, or wallows in the Filth of tt 
Gluttony, Drunkenneſs, or Luft; who is far from fr 
Gad, and defires not to be near him; who /ays to God, fr 
Depart from me, for I deſire not the Knowledge of thy 8 
Iays; who loves his Priſon and his Chains fo well, 

that he refuſes to be ſet free, and hates thoſe with the 1 
cruelleſt Flatred, that endeavour his Deliverance. He N 
is the poor Priſoner of Satan, who has not Liberty to b 
believe, nor love God, nor converſe in Heaven, nor g 
ſeriouſly mind and ſeek the Things that are moſt high 

and honourable; who has no Liberty to pray, or me- , 
ditate, or ſpeak of Things divine, or love the Con- 
verſe of thoſe that do; who is tyed ſo hard tothe I | 
Drudgery of Sin, that he cannot leave it for a Month,. 

a Week, or a Day, in ordet to delight himſelf in | 


| E 
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hot thoſe Hearts ' with worldly Vanities, which are 
made, and new-made, to be the Habitation of God. 
Deſire not the Company which would diminiſh your 
heavenly Acquaintance and Correſpondence. Be not un- 
friendly, nor ſelf-ſufficient and ſelf-conceited ; but be- 
ware, 2 under the ingenuous Title of a Friend, a ſpe - 
cial, prudent, faithful Friend, you ſhould entertain an 
Idol, or an Enemy to your Love of God, or a Com- 
petitor with your higheſt and beſt Friend. It is not 
the ſpecious Title of a Friend, that will, fave you 
from the Thorns and Briars of Diſappointment, even 
from 2 Troubles than ever you found from 
open Enemies. | 
$ 11. O bleſſed be that high and everlaſting Friend, 
who is every Way ſuited to upright Souls! 'T'o their 
Minds and Memories, to their Delight and Love, — 
by unchangeable Truth, inexhauſtible Goodneſs, un- 
ſpotted Light, deareſt Love, and firmeſt Conftancy : 
Why has my dark-ſighted and drowſy Soul been {q . 
ſeldom with him? Why has it fo often, ſo ſlightly, ſo 
unthankfully paſſed by, and not obſerved him, no; 
hearkened to his kindeſt Invitations? What is all this 
Vanity and Vexation that has filled my Memory, bur- 
dened my Mind, and cheated and corrupted my Aﬀec- 
tions; while my deareſt Lord has been Days and Nights 
ſo unworthily forgotten, ſo contemptuoully neglected, 
or loved, as if ] loved him not? O that thoſe loſt and 
empty Hours had been ſpent in the humbleſt Converle 
with him, which have been dreamed away upon —— 
I know not what! | 
\ 12. * O my God, how much wiſer and happier 
* had | been, had I rather choſen to mourn with thee, 
han to rejoice and ſport with any other! O that [ 
had rather wept with thee, than laughed with the 
Creature! For the Time to come, let that be my 
| D Friend, 
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Friend, that moſt befriends my dark, and dull, and 
backward Soul in its heavenly Converſation! Or if 
there be none ſuch o Earth, let me be without 


earthly Friends! O blot out every Name from my 


corrupted Heart, which hinders the deeper Engra- 
ving of thy Name! Ah! Lord, what a Stane, 
what a blind ungrateful Thing, is a Heart not 
touched wth celeſtial Love! Yet, Lord, ſhall I 
not run to thee, when I have none elſe that will 
nove me? Shall I not draw near to thee, when all 
fly from me? When daily Experience cries out fo 
loud, None tut Chrift Ged or Nothing-=——ah 
fooliſh Heart, that haſt not thought of it! Where, 
Lord, is that Place, that Cave, or Deſart, where I 
might ſooneſt find thee, and fulleſt enjoy thee? Is 
it in the Wilderneſs that thou walkeſt, or in the 
Croud; in the Cloſet, or in the Church? Where is 
it that 1 might ſooneſt meet with God? But, alas, 
i now perceive I have a Heart to find, before I am 
like to find my Lord ! O lifeleſs, ſtony Heart, that 
is dead to him that gave it Life, and to none but 
him! Could J not love, or think, or feel at all, me- 
thinks I were lels dead than now; leſs dead, if 
dead, than now I am alive. I had almoſt ſaid, 
Lord, let me never love more, till I can laue thee ; nor 
think more on any Thing, till I can more willingly think 
of thee! But J muſt ſuppreſs that Wiſh; for Life 
will act; and the Motions of Nature are neceſſary to 
thoſe of Grace. And therefore in the Life of Na- 
ture, and in the Glimmerings of thy Light, I will wait 
for more of the celeſtial Life, My God, thou haſt my 
Conſent; it is here atteſted under my Hand ; Sepa- 
rate me from what and whom thou wilt, ſo I may but be 
nearer thee! Let me love thee more, and feel more 


of thy Love, and then let me loye or be beloved 4 
1 
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the World, as little as thou wilt II thought Self- 
Love had been a more predominant Thing ; but 
now 1 find Repentance has its Anger, its Hatred, 
and its Revenge. I am truly angry with my Heart, 
that has ſo often and fooliſhly offended thee. Me- 
thinks I hate that Heart, that is ſo cold and back- 
ward in thy Love, and almoſt grudge it a Dwel- 
ing in my Breaſt, Alas, when Ton ſhould be the 
Life of Prayer, the Life of Meditation, the Life of 
Sermons, and of holy Conference, and my Soul in 
them ſhould long to meet thee, and delight to men- 
tion thee, I wander, Lord, I know not whither ! Or, 
I fit till, and wiſh, but do not riſe, and run, and 
follow thee 3 yea, I do not, what I ſeem to do; 
all is dead, all is dead, for Want of Love ! I often 
cry, O where is that Place, where the quickening 
Beams of Heaven are warmeſt, that my frozen Soul 
might ſeek it out But whither can I go; to City, or 
© to Solitude ? Alas, I find it is not Place that makes 
© the Difference! I know that Chriſt is perfectly re- 
« pl:niſhed with Life and Light and Love; and I hear 
© him, as our Head and Treaſure, proclaimed and 
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offered to us in thy Goſpel, This is thy Reward, - 


* He that hath the Son hath Life, O why then is my 
* barren Soul ſo empty! I thought I had long ago 
* conſented to thy Offer; and then according to thy 
Covenant, both Light and Life in bim are mine. 
And yet muſt I ſtill be dark and dead! Ah, 
deareſt Lord, I ſay not that I have too long waited 4 
© but if I continue thus to wait, wilt thou never find 
* the Time of Love, and come and own thy panting, 
© gaſping Worm? Wilt thou never diſſipate theſe 
Clouds, and ſhine upon this dead and darkened 
Soul? Hath my Night no Day? "Thruſt me not 
* from thee, O my God; for it is a Hell, to be thruſt 
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| 4 from thee? But ſurely the Cauſe, could 1 find it, or 


rather could I cure 4 is all at Home. Surely it 75 


© my Fate that is tarned from Ged, when I i ſayg h 
* Face it turned from me. And if my Life, while on 


© Earth, muſt be out of Sight, and be hidden in the 
© Root, with Chrifi in God; if all the reſt is refers 
ved for that better World, and I muſt here have but 
theſe ſmall Beginnings ; O make me more to love and 
long for thine Appearing, and not to fear the "Time 


this S:dom, as one that would rather ſtay with Sin, 
than come to thee ! Tho' Sin has made me back 
ward to the Fight, let it not make me backward to 
receive the Crown; tho' it has made me a Loiterer 


ceive that Wages, which thy Love will give to our 


too often drawn. back, when I ſhould have come 
unto thee, and have walked with thee in thy Ways 
of Grace; yet heal that Unbelicf and Diſaffection, 
which would make me draw back, when thou cal- 
leſt me to poſſeſs thy Glory! "Tho? the Sicknefs and 
Lameneſs of my Soul have hindered me in my Jour- 
* ney; yet let my painful Fatigues help me in my 
4 Deſire to be. delivered, and to be at Home; where, 
without the interpoſing Nights of thy Dif: leafure, 
® I ſhall perfectly feel richeſt Love, and walk with 
* thy glorified Saints, in the Light of thy Glory, trĩ · 
5 umphing in thy Prails, ore | Amen. ; 
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of my Deliverance, ot unbelievingly to linger in 


in thy Work, let it not make me backward to re- 


pardoned, poor, accepted Services! Tho' I have 
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